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stomm were to come. Barak doubtless hoped that Deborah was indeed speaking
truly and that God had predicted this through hér. Yet he knew her to be a
very wise woman. For many years she had been observing ‘polificél and meteoro-
logical cbnditions She was aware of the 1mpemous character of 'Sisera, and of
the fact that he was apt to be overcmfident and a bit careless. Yet it might

be that Sisera, as the years passed, had bemme more cautious. Suppdéé that he

were 1:0 go to a less convenient but safer place to make his encampment. He

could wait ﬂwm mtil the Israélites were forced by starvation to come down

from the mountain. Or he could leave endugh o_f- hié force there to keep watch
on the men cooped up in the mountain, and cm:id 'send the rest to pillage and -
destroy their homes and to take their families captive'. Inj this case the men

‘would be forced to come down and try to deliver their families, and would be an

easy prey to the Canaanites. Was Deborah's judgment of Sisera's character. still

" correct? Had God actually said that He would cause Sisera to follow this some-

what incautious procedure of encanping by the rivar Kishon?
: Moreover, Barak thought about the seccnd prediction. Ihborah said that

God would deliver the Canamlites into h:s hand. Barak Imew what it wmxld mean

if a- sudden stom should caome ; yet s$uch storms were quite mfrequent. Suppose
‘the: stomm should fail to come. 'Ihis actually happuned once during the Middle
Ages. fn anmy wmt up Mount Tabor to draw ‘the enemy to the river Kishon,
thinking that they would hm a victory precisely 1ike Barak's. 'No stom cane.
Eventually the)_r were forced_to come down and were mmihilat_ad. Was Deborah's
promise that .Gc;d would deliver Sisera into his hmld'a'diraét ‘promise from God,
or was it simply that her obéerv"atim' of weather conditions over a period of
nany years led her to belleve that a sudden stom would come at this time of
year? Suppose the stom should fail to materiul:lza? In that case the
Israslites would be at the mon':y of the Canaa_n_:ltos.
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