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suggested that the whole psalm was a prediction in advanoe of tha very words of
the meditation that Christ wonld say as He hung on the Cross.

Whether it is actually a' predictim of His medltatim, there is no doubt
that it is a prediction of His cmcifix:lm. Cmcifixi(m was mkrmn to people
at tho time of David, but in this psalm them is a most wonderful predictim of
the details of crucifixion, However, _there is one verse in the psalm that would
not apply just to cmcifixim in general. This is the statement in verse 18
""They part wy gaments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture i

| The crucifixion of Christ was God's meahs of salvation to all who would
beiiew on His Neme. The suffering of Christ was not partiuglarly increased by
what is described in, this verse. Nor was the éfﬁcacf of His é.:ath for salva-
tion increased by it It is an incidental inorganic prediction, pointing to the
fact that this was the partit’:xlar cmcifixion that was predicted -I"in the psalm,
gnd that God kne’w the end from the beginning. Who could have lmown that in this
particular crucifixion, smong tl:w articles of clothlng that were divided auong
the soldiers there would be one that was not part of an even division, and that

was too valuable to tear, and tl_a_at ‘they uould decide to cast lots for it? It is

an ingidontsl fnorgic prediction, but a specific indication of the divine
knowledge, not merely that thers would be a crucifixion, but that this
particular cmcifixim would occur.

As Psnlm 22 giws a picture of the crucifixion fm the vieupoint of' tho
One cmciﬁed Isaiah 53 (actually Isaiah 52:13-53: 12) g:lm a pictun of that
most important event in all history as it would appear to those looking at it
from the outside. It depicts the huniliation of Christ, It shows His ouming
exaltation. It shows t.he ntming ef:l’oct of His death. All this is marvelously
brought out in the chapter. There :ls howwr, one statement in the chapter
that is not part .of the omanic pt_udicﬁ.m. This is the statement in verse 9,
"nd he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death."
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