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Why Did Jesus Call Himself "The Son of Man."
(!

In the Gospels Jesus calls Hlmself/\ Son of Man" more that SQwdismes, eighty times.
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Christians know that Jesus is both Z’2;:13".[:1. and hu:un, it seems natural r.o/ Q€ ¢
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In fact, from the second century onward, when Christian wt:tthr:‘ used the term-it was

“tsed-enly in this !ma)-ﬁ-thu: Jesus is both Son of God and Son of man. Yet it would
have bean absurd for Jesus, looking no diff.arant from other young Jews of His time,
to use the term to say to everyone, "Look 'af me; I am really human." To cvnryona who
saw Him He sppeared hums. Ne-cis-sheught~ef.Niis.being anything sise. This would
hardly be what the term would have meant to those who saw Him. |

In modern times some theologians have sald that Jesus =m used the term in order
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to remjind people of Daniel 7:13} : in which Daniel saw " one like ¢the Son of man
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came’ with the clouds of heaven,"MKHXHMMEXX It is true that during the last week

before His crucifizion Jesus told His d:i.sciplas on two occuim that the Son of man
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those cases. Ya%during all thc prsvluul months and years of His mission, as He

spoke to the multitudes, as He talked.to answwered questions fxmmmmf from

_ ‘ inner circle of the
unfriendly Jewish leaders, or as he spoke to the/disciples He would om occasion
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