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~ - —person to he married-and-to-have -normal-gratifi cation,.von_a-;:apﬁ_get_a tremendous —
i P ‘help simply from social contacts with people of the other sex. I believe that it

is god's will that we should watchout that we have that. Tt takes care to sore i
————— sxtent of that-which-has-ruined-so -many-ax in. the ninistry.. .

After a man has preached a great evangelistic sermon, after he has risemto
————heights-of-emotion-as-he-prosents-the Word-of God and has a trcmendous influence on
people and vwhen he is finished and the people are gone, that is the time when there

is a let-down and Satan has been able to grasp many a great Christiam workerandto
— ruin-his life by his giving in-to the lusts of the flesh.

~We should think about it and pray that God will keep the salt from loosing its—
o saltiness-and-keep ourselves-like the harmless dove, keep ourselves pure. Ve can
ruin our lives if we become weak or if we are careless in this regard. So the Yord
" of the Lord: "You are the salt of the world, but if the salt has lost its saltiness —
jt-is fit-for-nothing but to be thrown into the ash heap." !low many a very effective
Christian leader's life has been ruined by error at this point. Se we neecd to
~ " think about it and kKeep our lives on the Lord and plan to keep ourselves so thatwe
—_will not bring contempt on the Word of God and ruin our effectiveness for HIm. .

" Now the second word which is the same in the NIV, amd=#%=#s as in the ¥JV,is——
-~ _Mthe lust-of the-eycs." At first sight that isnot ax very clear term. I think that ===
most interpreters think that it is covetousness. l!lere again is where a Christian
“leader can easily come to lose his influence and to become one that is not fit—
——for anything but to-be_gast away as .far as God's work is concerned.. A few years
ago I learned about a man who was pastor of a fine church, an excellent preacher,
"“a fine able man in presenting the Word of God. There were a number of elderly —r— —
——r‘ __people -in his_church who nceded help and whohad no place to go as they went on
in elderly life. This man planned how he could build a retirement home for these
" people. lle built a retirement homé right next to the church, and he proved-as he
. _got-active-tohave veryunusual abilitgs inplanning such a work as this, in establish.
ing it in working out his details. He got this retirement home going and it was
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People came to him from other areas and said, %ould you help us to start
“something like that, lle started another on¢, and started another one, and then—— Sy —
——— —_his scrmons-began-to_be hastily put together. llis time was all going intox this.
llis sermons decreased in quality and people ¥ began to become critical and began
““to say that he was making leses=e= lots of money from thesc rctirement homes tre
— _was building and he was not fit to be a ninister. There was quite a-discussion
about that. In the end he went out and left the ninistry altogether and established
~ " six or eight retirement homes im different places and from what I have becnable—to
—_hear-they are well-administered, their prices are no greater than others--perhaps

= less than others. Better administered than a great many others. One can casily say

"o that he is doing a good work im that regard: ' =
()

‘§_ lle was an excellent preacher and I believe God had called him to preach the ¥Word

& of God. Me by his congregation before he-allowed hinself to-be

(@)

' _ diverted into another line where the love of money may have caused him to depart from

.S the original desires and objectives that he had. Now there were pcople in the church

E " who critisized him very strongly ami felt he had gome entirely zfter-selfish-covetousness,—
= 1 don't know whether that was true or not. There was nuch in the papaer papers about -
_g that, and reading it I am not sure. !le may have become wicked. ile may oot have heeome

g j wicked. He is doing a good work as far as I know: —But I~helieve hc-has left the work——
_g_—to_whichﬁnd. had called him and in which he was so successful. —_— -
E_

<

N



	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.macraelib.ibri.org/Lectures.htm


