surrection is spiritual, then so 139th§-t§oand§.whieh.i suppose
none will be hardy enough to maiataini but if the sesond is
11%5?&1, then so is thc first, whiéh in eemhan with ths ﬁiole
primitive Church and many of the best mndarn expaaiters. 1 deo
naiatain. and raoeive as an article ef faith and hope."

The same view is held by Thae&er Zahn, the outatanding
'aoaaervstlvo German aoholar of the past generation. Zahn's

Histegx of the Canon was deglared by haxna%k te be the most learned

work written in the past century on the qléant Ghriatian '
literature. In his commentary én the ﬁaek of Levelation
(Vel, 2, Page 624-5) Zahn makes the fcixaiing statement;
“It is to the eredit of Irenaeus that he, to a degree
Bearcely attainéa by a.n,y other teaehur 'éf the Churah'pri-éf o

 the end of the Middle Ages, was unaffected by the absurd and

blasphemous attacks upon the‘%pa@&lypse by thn-&losi. and

" the misinterpretations of the Biblioal prephacies which

pracaeaed not only from the Gno-tiea but also frem many who '
claimed to ho erthedex. Insteaa ef thus hexug led astray
’“by these miuinterpreta&#ens Irenaeus prepared a’ comprehensive
and clear exposition of the Biblical teaching of ‘the reign
of Christ and his Char;h which is ta gome at the end of
“history. Eaﬁedially apt and profound is the thought which
'xron§%ns expresged twicb, that the millennium is a prepa@atien
of the Chnioh for the aﬁbseqnent_apprchenuiqn of God_and_hia
ﬁa:eaty throughout eternity.“
Zahn agreea with Alford in eensidering that ﬁha

first resurrection is to be ysrglleled with the second _*
resurrection and rap?asunts an actual coming to 1ife of those

who had prsvieualy been aeyaratsd from the body

http:/ IWww.macraelib.ibri.org/Notes.htm
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*Hmry Alferd, D. Zﬁ.g ‘fha Greak Tutwuﬁ. fo}..«l.p 73&-5.\
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