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Canon Hammon 3

There is a good deal of misaprelension in Protestant circles concerning
tkmkt the attitnde of the Roman Church to the Scriptures. There are two errors:?
which we mst om¥sifixx avoid. First. the ccmmon error or assuming that the
Roman view is the old view. The Church of Home gets great [
grom presentins herself as the "ola religion". Yon find that intelligent
Protestants, of whém I recret to sz the“e.arp a rexkxxaaxxmfx large number,

who talk abont the Catholic Chmrch. If find that it has become a common

rlace in this comminity. I hope that yeu will not transgres: im that way.

I nsed to tell my Roman Catholic frienas when I wzs working with them. I spent

& great many years in work among Roman gxxx Catholics, but I'm a better

Catholic than the Pope. You may sey it is guite unimportant whefher I call
pzmaax Roman Catholics "Catholics" or "Roman Catholics". It is n t dwnimportant.
Becase they wre nsing the title as a1 instrument to commend their religion.
Yow we try to “e cantions. Thzt is = Christian dnutys, Tery often in the
hreach rather than in the observaice even among people who call themselves
antzlists like myself, Bnt we must not allow our coirtesy tb éarry us

concede
heyvond the homnds of trith. I cs®-see as a matter of courtesy the term

fnnda”

"Catholic" to my Roman brethern because they have certain Catholic principlem.
They believe in thre trinity. They believe very.firmly in the deity of onr Lord
Tesns Christ. The: believe i1 the atoning sacrifice of o'r Lora as the only
lFope of salvation for the sinver. I'm very thankful for these things. I shape
their beliefs. Thevefore in courtesy I can confer the title "Catholic" upon
them. 3ut if I described them as entirely Catholic, then I =m prejudicing my
own position. 3Being an Aaslican., I repeat every Sunuay, "I Dbelieve in the

vy N
holy Catholic Church, " and I don't £all i7to the error of an old north%sf

Ireland woman wro when her clergyman repezated the creed for her said, "I woN't

say that. I believe in the hol: Protestant Church." So as I believe in the

holy Catholic Church aad regard myself as a Catholic, I must introduce some
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