http://www.macraelib.ibri.org/Notes.htm

s
continally advoc: ted¥ in the institution that has meant so much to me?" wWe
all have that feeling--2ll who are in a position oif rescoasibility whether wve
deserve *to "e there or not. Paul was no exception to the rule. Panl wes
partienlarly anxiois abount the f-itnre. He had a personai i&ternst in ¢ne man,
a very deep personal intereztd-Timothy. Now as I read these epistles, I try to
picture tec myself the kind of person Timotky was. I come to the conclision that
he was ~ltogether different from me. They say thet wmmx when en Iriskman sees
ghead he sEEExmammiximgx thinks of s:wath'ng to hit. Mow Timcth; w-s the exact
opposite of thnt. 4s I read his epistids I think that Tirothy was 2 man who
vas deeply seasible of tre other side. Fe was like 3ir Foger ae Coverly, who
has gone down in history ws a man who said, "There is much to oe said on both
sides." He was rather compliant ard he was rather retired and timid. "Let no
nen despise thy routh." Instead of thiakiéng th-t he knew everrthing, which ig
the general feature of s first-}ear stucent, he hegan to wonder if

of coursc,

he knew anrthing which is the usnal teachrr's principle. So he was in danger

- + . badt ] £y
Just because of the very excelleat cnality of becoming too compliant. So you

£ind agein and again that there is a warning to Timothy. MReprove, exalt with
all anthority" and Paul says, "with all aithority". That's the tring that Paul
comes down on. He sars to him again in another place : o remember, "I'm not
ashamed. Don't be ashamed of me." The word is "lord or of me, his servant."

If vonu mt vonrself in the position in ~hich Timothy found hims-1lf, Jou can see
why that was said. One of our difficulties abont reading the Bible is that we
forget that we are dealing with human beings in conditions wery similar in some
respects to our own. Paul becomes the Evistd@& to the Romans. Now Paul wasn't the
Epistle to the Romans. Paul wrote the Epiwtle to the Romans. Timothy becomes

a s;;ﬁgr in the Pastoral Epistles. Now, of course, he is thzt, but he is very
mich more than that. Ee is a human personality mkizx with human difficulties and

puman limitations and human experiences. The more yon read that into the

meSsage of the 01d ®nd New Testaments, the more profit you will gather from #eed-
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