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From these tablets we learn that the possession of the household gods of a

man by his son-in-law was acceptable in court at that time xa as evidence

that the man had. designated that son-in-law as heir to all his possessions.

This, now, gives the explanation of the reason why Rachel was so anxious

to keep the eraphim. She thought that Jacob would thus be able to take all

her father's possessions after his death. It also explains why Laban was so

anxious to get them back. Jacob had. already sccured.,by his clever handling,

a great part of his possessions. Tow he thought,Iif he had taken these

household gods, it means he will take everything after my z death and my own

eons will get nothing." So it was worth every bit of the effort and expenditure

which Laban put into it to try to get them back.

Ye are glad indeed. to note that Jacob made use of the house

hold gods. He never sank so low as to takã advantage of the theft which Rachel

had performed. Instead we find, that at Shechem he buried these false gods.

Thus these clay tablets discovered at Nuzi throw a wonderfully

interesting and informing light upon the ma±zxfzz correct understanding

of this narrative in Genesis, and at the same time give strong evidence of the

fact that the narrative was written at th3 time of the event when it would. have

been clear to everyone and. not long after when the meaning of each detail had.17,

been long forgotten.


	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.macraelib.ibri.org/Notes.htm


