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JEDP documentary hypothesis. }%—éeeg-not deaL/eégaustively with
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parephernslie—of -scholerlyresearch. Howewvexr, 1t does seem
feasible to pick up several cruizktal threads of the hypothesis

and place them in g different light from what ig customary.
At or

{;{This has the disadvantage of opening the acnﬁn&haﬁanéhto various
criticisms. The reader may feél some chagrin at what appears
to be a purely negative project, suggeésting that the so-called
"erueial threads" have been chosen to do the greatest damage, ﬁﬁh
- If the oeni;iéﬁi@;s had perhaps studied more strenulously into
the matter, thsy—wo uld QSEEE;L.a greater depth ﬁd’the positive
awnlho

points for the hypothesls. The centributors sympathizes with

these concerns, and a2e only too painfully aware of the inadequacy
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compelled at this time to register tieir dissatisfaction

with the regnant literary hypothesis on what-%hey believed to
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.be good and sufficlent argumentation The burden of xheifupresenta-'

tion has been to produce pertinent facts and then compare and

contrast these da®%a:with particular central claims of théﬂgocumentary
& v.se
hypothesis. Oertainly, such a "negative" taskils necesseryi—i&
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% Skmee-there are many possible solutions %o

the 01ld Testament problem of the structure agnd formation of the

historical books {pParticularly the Pentateuch), it cannot be

assumed that the final answer has alreedy been arrived at, (albeit
€ Conlli 55 ev
mich effort has already been put to the task). However, in this
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