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constructing notions th lie soi4t bhpie3,fs docec/

The most important of these wati based on -he that

Israel's religion must have developed from ailower,primitive
k:d hter q 1i'c an

form to a la7tçr, "4q4er type. -Views of this -began--o
i' he i1itc L etc W(?'7, ,
ajipear in 1O5 when DoWUt-t-e pu1iohcd h18

Looking at the reforms instituted by King Josiah (described r

in II Kings 22-), he noticed that they corresponded very

closely tôthe tèci1pg of Deuteronomy,a'fact which few
Dr ;V&It

would de... cWcttc-went on to say that the "book of the law"

found in the temple (II Kings 22:8) was actually the book of __




.
Deuteronomy. -Th.I I certaInly apmai§ sibIlity4thouhit
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Might have been the whole Penta-teuoh But DcWcttc's speculation

did not stop here; he claimed that the book was a fraud which

had been written by the priests and hidden in the temple/ in

order that it might be "found." and, used to advance their own

religious views. Thus a development in Israel's religion

is postuZted, a big step of which was alleged to be the

"discovery" of Deuteronomy in 621 B.C. Later critical

scholars have held to this date, although many of them have

dawnyfrom

ttkojonmiot

the "fraud" Idea.

o The theme of development was continued in the teaching

of Eduard Reuse, a popiflar professor at Strassburg in the

1-830'c and-''.-, who wrote little but had many students

who became influential. Reuse felt that the Biblical religion

had developed by a long process, during which monotheism

"arose from polytheism, worship became iore formal and centralized,

and the laws became more complex. To this type of developent
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