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traditionally attributed to William Shakespeare are recog ized
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- throughout the world as among the greasess eve written. 1 Not

mueh is known about the 11fe of . Shakespeare} 'ﬂﬁe fact that
he 1eftzfchool t he age of oun&:ﬁ Herbert Lawrence, shortly
before?l%ég:itd?suggesgig%gi;Shakeggg;re could not have had

the qualifications necessary to produce the works attributed

to him. Thereafter, certain soholers began to suggest
alternative authors. :

——Tn=1857 Will4am Henry Smith’wre—‘e%en—eaé—&ha&eosgea-re-r /
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In-which“the literary endeavors

srensferred to a noted contemporary}Francis Bacon. Certain

phzaseology common to both, together with Bacon'S'we11~

attested intellectual gifts, had led to this suggestion.
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Later men extended -this reasoning to the point that it leeked—

ke most o{ Elizabethan 11terature had been written by Baconf
Ths

Bhis—seems—to—suggest that the phraseology was characteristically
: o tcf

Elizabethan,fﬁot an 1ndividual style. 2

Donnelly - V/

Further exﬁf?mee were reached by-ﬂéﬁ#ﬁl# imr+888. In=his- '

éawﬁﬁ—cmyptogpam he claimed that Bacon had written secret
A

messages in the plays to show that he wrote them. Donnelly's
, :

methods of deoipherin?ﬁmeseages“ were so arbitrary that virtaaidly

anything could be /foundf in the plays. Coneequently, the.
Baconian authorship theory is generally discredited today.

In the meantime. oLheEa_claimed_that_the_plays_atxsobuxed
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accepted.
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