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One of the e/arlies‘b events to cast doubt;( on some of
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the results of e criticism/ in general literature came
in 1887 with the discovery of some old manuscripts in a house

where the German poet,Goethe, had lived as a young man.

Goethe had worked on his mazterpiece Faust thmoughout most ‘ \/
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These results were hailed as limportant achlevements of *hi'g?rer;

criticism at the tjme. ‘_._,However. the mgnuscripts later
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discovered/ included a.n early versilon of Faust in-whiech—tWo-
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when objective, external evidence came to light.
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In the &Eﬁ' of ballads and early prose narratives,

r\ the idea that ﬁ’ works %gua-q;t—’composed by'g groups has fallen into
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