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¥ - in the style of The Winter's Tale. But the slight -
' - inconsistfigcies and irregularities in line arrangement,
- etc., cannot yield even presumpfive evidence for such
farfetched and needless fancles :

_ €xcessive %

Not only has-ﬂhéghe: cr 1cism"’now been rejected in so

. many works of general 11terahure (cf*whtﬁnmwe—have—cthm%ﬂmiupm

- a—few) $6 that its application to the Bible alm%ft stands .
Sac -
alone, but the principles themselves by which "h%ghe$~criticism"

is conducted have recently come under general aptagk.

Richard Altick im=She—Arbtof-Liteoreny Rescareh+4i063) says: Frmr 7]

'The determination of authorship requires the gathering

and Judicious assessment of as mueh evidence, both
internal and external, as can be found. Internal evidence
is normally more abundant but 1t is also very slippery.=
The premise underlying 1ts use f{(statistiecal studisesof

- is that every author's work

has unique ldiosyncrasies of style... Theoretically,

this manner of procgeding is legitimate enough, and

some of the results, obtained have won wide acceptance.
Many authorship studies, notably in the later nineteenth
century and early twentisth, laid claim to scientific
rigor, and were published with an imposing panoply of
statistical charts and tables. F.G. Gleay's Shakespeare
Manual (1878) is an easily accessible example of such wofkpf*ﬁf?

&
jEf’It is to be admitted that "unique idiosyncrasies of style"”
may be valuable in determining authorship, bufl only if we have
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Eweﬁﬁﬁheﬁ?there mayhbe problems. Altick continues:
Sometimes, too, the styles of several authors, all of
whom may have contributed to a work, are so similar that
differentiation of theilr respective portions is impossible.
Though we know that half a dozen men (Swift, Arbuthnot,
Pope, Gay, Parnell, and the Earl of Oxford) composed the

Memoirs of Martinus Scriblerus, we cannot positively 2
isolate the contributions of any one of them(gﬁﬁ@?{?ﬂhﬂ9f) "
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"""The easy assumption of multiple authorsh%y has come on
T_"g‘_‘v T s . L l'].. ‘#Cn-,/ — (4 Sh?) =
T ?——

hard times, as Helen Gardner (eite&:ahnﬁe) points out:

* http://www.macraelib.ibri.org/Notes.htm
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