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a general nature will be examined. 1' Z
cs been

Iz She Ra 1l L abundant evidence:wes-
srverr for a trend away from multiple%?utlorshlp in general literature,
There is a great deal less confidenceﬂlnythe ability of the critic

to recognize specific styles, even in cases where the individual
styles are known from other sources, Nevertheless, 0ld Testament®

scholars have not glven up thls approach when it comes to the

Pentateuch. They argue for hynothetical sources for which there

411
igs absolutely no external check. Let us hear once nge whet Helen

(Ox tor , 1959
Gardner saysfin The Business of Criticigm {1959)
7@;_ﬂ§¢e In field after field theories of comwvogsite authorship,

~—

earlier versions, different strata nave been dliscarded.

The kind of analysis which was once thougé3to be the

particular duty of literary criticism is now markedly

out of fashion. The assuiption today is more and more in

favour of single authorship, unless there is clear exter-

nal evidence to the contrary, and of taking works as they

stand and not postulating earlier versions to account

for incongistencies. Even where the inconsistencies in the

work as published are as glaring as they are in The Faerie

Queene, ,most people would agree with Professor C.S. Lewis

that 1t'"qu1te impossible to reconstruct'historically the
phases in Spenser's invention of which particular incon-
sistencies are, so to sneak, the fossils," and would applaud

him for taking tae poem as it exlsts and not speculating on its
rowth...

ﬁScﬁEBIEﬂé? influence" are mesw out of fashion. 01ld disinte-

grating theories which assumed that Shakespeare spent much of

his career revising other men's plays, and later attempts to

show him as almost continuously engaged in revising his own,

theories of Beowulf being based on herolc lays, and later

theories of a pre~Christian Beowulf were agll in the air, or

at least being debated, thirty years ago, although they were-
then being increasingly challenged. The modexhundergra&uate

is not troubled with these. discussions. Occam's razor

has been applied to the cridical postulates beloved by

nineteenth-century scholars. The modernscholar or critic
concentrates in the first place on making what he can of his
text as 1t has come down to him. There has been a strong

reaction agalnst the study of even extant and known sources,
much more agalnst the discussion of hypothetical ones.
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