
There is a more adequate explanation for the stylistic

differences in the Pentateuch. Helen Gardner's statements above

point to the complexity of the task of authorship. Although

there are distinguishing features of the style of any individual,

an author also has room for tremendous variety in his presenta

tion of a subject. For instance, Lewis Carroll is probably
In.

best known for his 4ceonderian& but he was also success

ful as a writer of erudite apers on mathematics. The style/

used in the case of Alice j7jAtonderlad was utterly different

from that used in his mathematical treatics. As another example,

Martin Luthers writings in 1520 show remarkable variety. His

I Address to the German Nobility is a polemic, but in the se year,

he also wrote a warm and poit? statement of the essential

/ features of faith in Christ in

thcy
The suggestion is that1if variability is found in the

Pentateuch, one should not immediately jump to the conolusin

that there are several different documents written by different
uJs -1,c dM,e es

authors or schools of writers. In fact,Athe so oall documents

which are discovered in the Pentateuch pan be -er-e easily
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explained on the basis of differen,subjeot matte rthr than

stylistic difforonooc Most of the narratie material is assigned

to 3 and B. D is marked by exhortation. Statements of time,

genealogies, lists, and enumeratios are igned gpnerally to P.
if ce
c-n one begins withAdifferen subject matte-4 iij s much easier

_to find different styles. L
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