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(4) It involves also declaration of the blessings to come 6 those
who obey the kncwn will of God and of the punishment to be given to those who
uisobey,

(5) It involves guidance to the people as to their actions and at-

~titudes in particular circunstances.

£6) It involves encouragenent to them when they found themselves in

vary trying circusstznces.

The 8ix purposes which I have nazed all deal imuedizavely with the messagé

“of tite prophet to his contemporeries. Yet «ll of them apply equally well to

" his message to future generations.

Prediction must be considered as esse_ntd.ally ‘subordinate ﬁo these
purpeses of prophscy. J;t is not merely for the purpose of satisfying idle -
cgfidsity as to the futurs. We may consider it under euch of the purposes
nh:lch we have nan.ed. _(l} 'Predi.ction. serves to authentiFate tne | proi:hat.'a
nessage. The evidence -that he is able to predict the future, as. shown by the
fulfiliment of his declaration, proves that he spceks for God whe wlone knows

the future, and thet his declarution regerding the nature of God and the

facts of the universe'is worthy to be trusted. The scriptures luy much weight

upon this as an important element .oi' authentication of a prophet's message

and yet warms us that it alone is not to be trusted, Even if an alieged_
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