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Eichrodt, Walther, Theology of the Old Testgment, Vol, I, trans. by J. A. Baker
(The Westminster Press: Phila.) 1961 from the German Theologle des Alten ‘l‘estﬁmants
Teil I (sixth edition, 1959) !

P. 323 All this points to the fact that the early prophetic movemenf was
determined through gnd through by the distinctive dlgaracter of the Yghweh

religion as a historical faith, and that in spite of the simllsrity in outward form
it was fundamentally distinet from the parallel phenomeng, gmong the non-Isrgelite

peoples, The powerful intergetion of prophecy and history guve the ecstatic

movement g pronounced concern for the service of the nation.

. 516 Thére wust be an gbsolute refusal to surrender a real historical founda-
tion to the fpith of Isrgel, or to interpret the conflicts between the
stateménts of the OT version of history and that discovered by criticgl scholar-
ship in a merely negative way as proof of the unimportance of the historiegl
reference of religious stgtements, This denigration is to be all the more
vigorously resisted when it is reglized that in the O we are dealing not with
an gnti-historical transformation of the course of history into a fairy tale or
poem, but with an interpretation of real évents inspired by contact with the
mysterious Greatdfhood'of the God who controls history, and from continugl

experience of his sgving gction,
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