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. C}. E. Wright states "We do not know E as a conplete source but mainly as a
L supplementativa of J, and Freank Y. Cross, Jr. has srgned persuasively that P
csn no longer be provea to be caything more than an editing and supplementing of
JE ("Exodus" in the Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bible

Tris is the critics dilemme. If the redschor takes care tc avcid aaything
that might degrade the Fathers in the eyves of the reader and he never s-ys anything
critical of Abr-ham, Jacob, ur Mosh thea the redactor must hzve picked what he
wanted and left out a lot that he did not want included.

Un the other handa it is contenaed that the compiler wes zcorupulously
impartial sand uid not tamper with or seek to harmonize divergent trauitions.

Either the compiler and redactor has been busy smocthing over discrepancies
(Skinner, Genesis, p. 417n ) or "he had no intention of rewriting all the tra-
Aitions to meke them fit into a smoothly consistent theological system. In
fact he permitted theological archsisms to stsnd."(B. W. Anderson, 196€ ec., p. 167)

According t¢ Uriver's Analysis ont of the 1534 verses in Genesis he gives
about 770 to J, about 730 to P anu E together (the orieinal Elchist). Of the
730 he assigned to P and B, nearly 200 are in the first 19 chapte=s snd
practically add cf these are given to P. STt rre$- 200 from 230—smrd—omrmet
j o ; 5 :  In Gen. 20-50 there

are about 530 verses given to £ and P tosether, with onn—third to P. So in
the last 30 chopters of Genesis only 175 verses are eiven to P, which erisinslly
L was the foundation writiag and snpposed *o be that upon which the supplements
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of ¢ther documents wers added, this P hns been cn% down to be the smallest of
the three decuments. Most of P's material is in a few chapters, and the
rest is in tiny fragments scattsred thronchont *he hoolr.

That which is tola in one doenment oiften as:zumes what is tcld in anciher,
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