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Lindey, Alexander, Plsgisrism snd Originglity (New York: Hgprper & Brothers Pub) 1952
p.302. Note 3. SRRt

_ For exgmples of parallels in litergry resegrch, see Harold Jenkine, "Benlowes gnd
Milton," Modern Lapngusge Review, Cambridge, April, 1948; H, J, Oliver, "The Composition
and Revisions of The Compleat Angler," Modern Language Review, July, 1947; Cpglvin S,

Brown, Jr., "More Swinburne-D!gnnunzio Pgrgllels," Publications of the Modern Languagge

5ssoc;ation of America, 1G40; H, Arlin Turner, "Hawthorne's Literasry Borrowings,"

Publications of the Modern Language Associstion of gmericg, 1936; A. C. Bradley, a

Commentary on Tennyson's “;E_Memor3ggg“ New York: The Macmillan Company, 1907;

Ernst Dick, Plpgiats de Chategubrignd, University of Bonn, 1905 (5 doctoryl thesis);

John Churton Collips, Illustrgtions_of Tennyson, London: Chatto & Windus, 1902; and R, D.

Haven, The Influence of Milton on English Poetry, Combridge, Mass.: Hgarvard University

Press.

Whether the virtues of paradlels outweigh the vices 1s open to debgte. The fgct

remgins thgt the vices gre considergble,

1. Any method of compgrison which lists and underscores similgrities gnd suppresses
or minimizes differences is necessgrily mislesdingl

2. Pargllels gre too regdily susceptible of mgnipulgtion, Superficigl resemblagnces |
mgy bée mgde to gppear aé of the essence,

3. Pargllel-hunters do not, as a rule, set out to be truthful pnd impartial. They
are hell-bent on proving g point. '

L Parallel-hunting is predicpgted on the use of lowest common denomingtors.

Virtually all literapture, even the most origingl, can be reduced to such terms, gnd

thereby shown to be unorigingl. So viewed, Mgrk Twgpin's The Prince gnd the Pguver

plagiagrizes Dickens' David Copperfield, Both degl with Eﬁgland. both describe the slums

of London, both see their hero exglted beyond his origingl station. To regard sny two

books in thiwm 1light, however, is to ignore every factor that differentiates one mgn's

thoughts, reactions gnd litergry expression from gnother's,
5. Pargllel columns opergte plecemegl. They wrench phrgses and passpges out of context

A product of the imggingtion is indivisible., It depends on totglity of effect. To remove

detgils from thelr setting is to fglsify them.
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