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Chadwick, H. Munro, and W, Kershaw Chzdwick, The Growth of Literature, Vol. I

p. 494 from Laws thore is no record before those of the philosophers Pherecvueq a2nd
anam_msqd‘os, who £1ourisboa not long before 550. e
o. 496 The lingpistic evidence seems to us to point quite Jefiritely to the same
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conclusion. The vemains of the early poets, Hesiod, Callinos, Archilochus,
Simonides; Tyrtaics, Mimnermos, Solon snd others arve =11 preserved in a more

or lcia=s 1aniform type cf lansuage. This is 2lsc in seneral the language of the
Homeric poems, though here we find also a considerabl@. nvmber of gquite alien
(3edﬂic) forms and also mumerous archaic forms, which occur likewise in Hesiod's
poens and to scme extent elsewhers. The only important exceptions down to the
Peginning of the sixzth century ere the poems of Alcmen, Sappho and Alceios. Now
the language to which we sie referring is not exactly Attie, though i+t7is not
far removed fram it. Such a language may have served quite well as a common
literary nedium for Athens and the neighbouring cities of the Cyclades. But it
is incredidle to us that Tyrtaios can have employed such a form of language inhis

poers, which =re addressed to the Spartans, and very unlilzely that Hesiod can have

employed it, at least in the Works and Days, which is surely intended in the first
place far Boeotisans, 'Traaslation! then in some fcrm or other is invelved. But,

if so,-why are the poems of Alcman, Sappho and Alcalos not translated? The

e

explanation cannot wholly lie in the fact thst these latter were lyric poets, 21though

in the case of lyric poems 'translation' mayr have been more difficnlt. From
Sappho we heve 2lso elegiac peoms, which sre preservad in thoir original (Aeolic)
langsmage, 1like the léfics. Moreover we have lyric poems frem Archilochos, Soclon
xad othars in the same fora nf language as the rest of their pcems.

The langaage of thn Eomeric ﬁ\gna is a subject which has been debated so

frequently and fully that it is 1mp0531o-e to do more than s*ate an opinion here.

The poems were fanliliar thoughont the Greek world; and their archaic language and



	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.macraelib.ibri.org/Notes.htm


