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Levslopment

Smart, James D., The Interpretation of Scripture (Phila. Westminster Press) 1961

ﬁ After pointing out that'the idea of development was in the air early in the

| nineteenth century and began to be applied as a principle of explanation to all
manner of phenomena (p. 24R) and that "4 schema was superimposed upon the 01d
Testament by which Isrselites were depicted in their slow but sure erowth from
the lowetl forms of religion to *the hishest" (p. 249) and that "The supreme
achievements of prophetic religion were explained not as the product of revelation
bnt as the end result of a natural historical process”" (p. 250), Smart states:

: p. 250 8nch a viewuoint is a historical curiosity in the mid-twentieth century.

1\ Wwe are only too acutely aware that the naturael course of development in religion and
morals doth for individnals and nations is as often downward as npwerd. No Cld
Testament historian of today wenld any longer be attracted by the old schema,
gince for him the history of Israel's relision follows a zigzag line, with
primitive ana highly developed forms of religion side by side in most periods. But
it was cenvincing to an earlier day and cantributed heavily to the triumph of
historicism. Today the viewpoint of the prophets themselves is taken more serionusly =
that moral and spiritual progress in Israel was directly dependent upon the
relation of the nation to God.

p. 271 It is not surprising that, wherever scholars retained their conviction
that the Bible is before all else the source of the church's knowledee of God,
there was dissatisfaction with such an order. But so firm was the grip of
historicism on men's minds that it took years, and many sever{shocks, for this
dissatisfaction to bear fruit. One of the first to see the ihner logic of the:
historical method &nu to recognize the drastic conseguences of a pure historicism
for the Christian faith was Ernst Troe%tsch. His writings were important in pre-
paring the way for & new development.

p. 302 But now, thanks to Wilhelm Dilthey in the nineteenth century and R. G.
Collingswooa in the twentieth, we have a new approach to history. Because we
particiapte in the s=me stream of history of which the men and events of the past
were a part, they are alive in.ys and we can relive their experiences, thereby
discovering the meaning of the events for them.

*:Dr. James D. Smart was born in Alton, Ontario. He now (1949) lives in Phil=delphia.
On the staff of the Presbyterian Board of Christien Educstion, he is the hard-
working editor in chief of the Board's extensive new curriculum for the Christian
education of children and young people. (From a paste up article in the front of *

his book A Promise to Keepm,, The Westminster Press: Philadelphia, 1949)

games)D. Smart, Professor of Biblical Interpretation, Union Theological Seminary, N. Y.
1962
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