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V. 5=1

7.f¥osion of Wellhausenism

Stalker, D.M.G,,Peake's Commentary, p. 208

(175¢) It becomes more and more difficult now to believe that the
monotheism of the 8th cent, prophets could have evolved naturally from poly-
theiem, as was formerly supposed, and we are driven more and more to postulate on t
the one hand some divine thvuetlngqin of revelatlon by which the Hebrews were pointed
froum one plane of apprehension to a higher, and, -on the other, some great person-

al1ty to interpret the thruating-in.. In other words, We are baing drlven back to

,‘ Dz ok n.{.

take seriouely what the Hebrews said in our book-- that God enterad into a covenant
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with their forefhthe;s at élnai, whlch determined not only their relation to him, but
also the form of their-géciety. Thelr emphasxa, unlque in the anclent world, upon
justice and righteouaneaa, derzved from the:éharacter of the God' who- revealad him-
self thare, and not from growlng 1naight 1n£olwﬁa£ was humanly dealrable,.. e o In
the same way, it is-no- longer poss:.ble ‘t.o dlsmiss Moaes as little more then a figure
of legend, . . . . But of his medlatioﬁ ;:,o his people of the God revealed to him
himeelf on Sma:., and tha.t‘. he laid the foundations of ‘bhe social, ceremonml and
legal systems of Israel, of these t.here can now ho 1onger he any reaaonable doubt,
. ‘But it should be mnticed thatlnother’m&rk of. more recent scholarship is the

dlspoalton to treat P with much more resééct; and to regard it as a source from
which valuable hlstorical 1nforn:ation cs.n ‘be denved ¥ It.- cen no longer: be looked on

as & largely idealistlc exilic and poat-exilic pro:ection-back In meny plﬁces it

is now seen to be based upon sources that are quite old and to meke use of

l ancient tradition,
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