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pe 205, , It has Deen shown. above that the:e is q0 trace whatevnr of D's. ‘ 1
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centralization idea in P; P must, therefore, have been ccmposed. before the
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age oﬁ_Hezekiah.16
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i ‘All aupposed token,s 0f P's lzteness are overshadowed by thlS monumeutal fact.

Vellhansen's idea that thé’ early religion of Isreel was spontaneous and rite-free

o A8 pernr ssive only so long as the cuneiform llterature (that already in his time

e 1

yras being studied“with Te¥srence to the religion of Israel) is/mot teken-into .

account. To Wellhausen, the cultures of Bsbylonia, Assyria, and Egypt are irrele—-

‘ventifor-“the history of biblical religion. Israel's -cnlture is taken.as, the:

direct outgrowth of orlmltive Bedouin origins. The error of this view will be
shown'below. LFo uig <z ffg, u

The idea that P is dcmlnﬂteu hv the exﬂic mood’ oF nat 6nal ’;guil’c is wrong.
That mood dbrought into prominence the new cult forms of confession and prayer

without sscrifice, often illustrc.’ced' in Duniei, Tzra,” and Wehémiah. 'These are not found

in P. The sins that Pl's sacrifices atone for are unwitting transgressions of the
individual and tHe' commnity. especle.‘lly sing¥nvolving impurity (Lev.t—5; Num. 15.
25; cf. Iev. 16.16ff.). The sin offering, an innovation of P according to Well-
hawsen, -is brought only for unwitting;sinsiand has no reference to the. historical

sin of the nztion. P knows of nc special rite for atoning nationsl sin. ' q
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“p. 205 The oo of b5 vill “exile 18 not reflected st =211, inor-are any: of the

‘later prophetic motifs alluded to: the’gradual destruction, first ;ci,_fi Israel then of

~Judah, or ‘the’'destruction ofi the temple: The image of.exile-in the Torzl must, there-

. .fore, be:an ancient one, éntedating the historical experience of destruction and exilelj
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“ It is this negative fact, that in the Tbriali"no‘t}ii'ng"bf Jater historical
events is reflected that speaks decisively for its antiguity. The opnonents of
the Wellhausen school have often pointed out that the Torah contzins old and
relizsble historical documents. But this srgument is still not conclusive; late
books can utilize ancient materials. Only the fact that the Torsh shows no know-
ledge whatever of later historical conditions: fizes the date of its sources between
termini different entirely from those postulsted by the prevailing view.

p. 206 As the law of the local sanciuaries,  then, P crystallizes 2 stage of religious

\\ evolnticn earlier than D. The tradition that placed P before D thus correctly re-

flects thé historical development. o q
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