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-Noth begins his history with the qwtan as. to
the identity of Israel. Since the term has
definable meaning as the name of the

205

As to the identity of the patriarchs, Gn 14 is
the only narrative which associates Abraham with
definite in ancient histoty. This chapter

aaything
Twelve Iribe League im_ Palestine. .this_ is ‘the isso isolated, however, that it is a question whether

point _where the history of lsrael must begin.
Hence after sections on the land and the historical
situation ¢. 1200 B.C., the author progeeds. to the
discussion of the cmiodm. introducing it with
a chapter on the origin of the tribes {i.s., all pame
into being on the soil of Palestine as the union. of

various googmphmally pho.d clma »@__,m
tions of the Mosaic gu ny 19 66
of lghmmmam w
The patriarchs represent m a! tho
that survived in the Twelve Tribe

to it was the theme dthm‘&

the aet;olog)cﬂ traditions concerning the individual
‘ fathers ' as founders oi Guitk mg &W

later Iamhtu. ‘_ of the _
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‘ God of the fathers’, AM“
ancat.ral gods whlchmn h Hustra

similar
period.  (This follmu'ut' o :
(1920] ; and nothing is said about the apt sem:

parisons to be drawn from:
sources. ’-} The dmmtl ﬁm m

Since the main
developed by the central m M the
figures of Jacob and Joseph are central. - Joseph
was associated with the sanctuaries of Shechem

was acknowledged by all Israel. - jageh,

was knownuthnmwhouﬂﬁﬁm
and he ' became the Ancester of the
whole ailnwlmd?hemﬂhm
tribes became his soms ', This centsal

tradition ‘ was tumm by the southern
tribes ' to whom belonged Abraham snd Isaac
(Mamre and Beersheba) who ‘ were gives geneo-
logical precedence over Jacob '

' Cf. Albright, From the Siome Age to Choisiisnily,
ch. 4 B; J. L.ewy mrmmqg_

Re{tgsms ex [:934] 29455, elpedllly so f.; of also
L.+Philip Hyatt, Vetus Testa twems, v. [1955] 131—
(132; T. Jacobsen, in The Illdiui‘ld _Adventure of
&Ag:wggﬁw}_\g_ggnw_[()hmgo 046 ; or Pw‘ulu edition,
Etfore Philosophy], 203-204 (on * The Personal God ).

it actually belongs to the authentic foundations
of the tradition. Besides the narrative has not
yislded to historical elucidation. While ‘it may

be feasible to see their history within the frame-
mork of the migratory movement of the nineteenth-
s g gy Dy i g s

@,,, ncise

upon _objective evidence, to command confidence *
(p..66). Of one thing we may be sure, the actual
historical situation was far more complex than
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