http://www.macraelib.i.br'i..org}-Note.s..h_tm o

g B

which not only shows that victory is to come to the children of Israel but actually
explains the way in which the Lord is going to bring it. In Judges 4:6-7 her words
are given as follows: '"Hath not the LORD God of Israel commanded,  saying, Go and
anr.;oward Hount Tabqr,_and:tene”rith_thee ien:thcnennd men oi:tnchhildren of Naph-
teii and of ;he children_of_ZepulnngL nne I wiilzdrewﬁnnee ?hee-tg the river Kishon
Sisera, the captain of Ja'bin'e army, v;i_t}h his chariots and his_lnul:ti?nde_;__ and I will
deliver him into thine hnnd.f )

Tne plan of battle ie here laid out.‘ The Israelites are. to gather a great host
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on Mount Tabor. De'borah predicte that Sieere. w111 t,hen come with hie gree.t army of

chariote and encemp by the river Kienon southwest ef the mountain. Tnere he will be
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delivered into the hande of Barak. The implicetion muet have been clear to Barak. He

muet have known from thie thet Deborah ie predicting that Sieera'e multitude with their

etrong cheriote, a few of which could s0 eeeily overcome a great mess of the poorly
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equipped Ieraelite footmen, will be bogged down in mud by the river Kiehon as a result

of a sudden rain and thue unnble to maneurer. Le a reeult they will he at the mercy
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of the Israelites. That thie ie what actuelly happened ie clear in the song of re-
joicing which Deboran and Barak sang ae recorded in Judgee 5. There we read in

verses 20 and 21: “They fought from heaven- the etare in their coureee fought ageinet
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'Sieera. The river of Kiehon ewept them eway, that ancient river the river Kishon.

. Here ie a very clever plan of battle. ngainet the fighting chariote and the fine
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equipment of the Canaanitee the Ieraelite footmen are helpleee._ If the Ganaanitee
however are put in a poeition where their chariote are useless the Israelites with
their greeter number will then be able to win a victory ever them. During the Great
War it was found thnx fifteen minutee' rain on thie clay eoil rendered cavalry'helplese.
Barak however ie full of misgivings. ) He 'believes that De'borah is a prophetess

who spe&ke from the Lord. At the same time he d.oee not feel absolut.ely confid.ent that
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the matter will work out the way ehe enid it would. He realizee thet Sieera is a man of
b g
rather impetunue charecter. Nevertheleee he thinke that perhape as a reeult of tneee
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s yeare of experience Sieere hae learned caution.‘ Perhaps he will not lead hie army to the

most ‘advantageous place to camp and thus face the danger which a sudden rain would.
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