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P.5l The demonstration by K. Heister i that the Homeric dialect is an arsificial

creation is now beyond challenge. The elements making up the amalgam vary in
both provenance and date, and in the finel composition we find these ifcrms
mixed in such inextricadBe confusion that the attempte to separate, on purel;
linguistic grounds, the different strata of which the poems are composesd have
Jed to inconclusive results. It is obvious that an szrchaic feature may be a
deliverate archeism in the work of & later pcet, while 2 late form may in
mer~ cases be a modernizsticn of an earlier cnae, It therefore seoms to be most
generally agreed that the epic tredition which produced tne Ilizd and the Cdyssey
were in living evolution down to the eightn century B.C., and only then were
the poems fixed, =and, allowing for certain vagsries of spelling, were trans-
m:tted to us in the form *hev then rsceived.
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Footnote 1  Die homerische Kunstsprache, Teipzig 1921

p. 120 | If the Homeric peems record : athentlc facte of the MyC°ﬁhaan age, certsin
details eof which have been confirmed by archeeology, then ‘the tradition must
heve been oral; for there is no evidence yet to suggest that Linear B survived
the fall of Mycenae, :ana the oral nature cf the epic traditicn has been axnply

demonstrated. It is therefore reasonable to assume that the Greek epic had
its roots in the Myceneean age, znd that the Homeric descriptions of bardaic (

e’*} enterteinments ~# are not anachronistic. We may now hope to confirm this
7 assumpticn by the ssarch for linguistic elemerts belonging to the Mycensean

age which have been preserved b@ the traditional dialect.

Pootnote 3 0Od. 1. 153-359; 8.62-107 . -
p. 120 It is "no% ‘of ‘course sufficient to point to words which are common to Homer
, . 2nd the.tablets, for a large number of these are merely part of the common
P'stock of Greek vocabu1ﬁry J,. We must . restrlct onr search to words which
. .in, thq literary tradition are 'postic'. Poatic words are -two kinds: artificial
. usages, such as ‘the creation of a new compound or a transference of meaning; =nd
words which are unknown in common speech, either because they have becone
_aobnolete or ‘because they have been borrowed -from another dizlect. . .
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There is a furthsr difficulty in that our records of early Greek are hopelessly
. 1nadequata. .but when we find that a Homeric word occurs in later literature only
in verse, where wé -may presume it to have been ‘borrowed from the epic tradition,
. ~0%,in late art1f101al pprose, where the same explanation is possible, then it =
T_.‘is probably safe to Assume that it was alreody obsolete at the time it was
incorporated into the Homeric poems. If more than a few: such words can be
shown to occur on the Mycenaean tablets, the existence of a direct link can
then be inferred. . .
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The following list is not exhaustlvo. L Each word wi11 be found in Homer . '1.4

(a 1ist of 37 words follows ) - - -
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