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T/Growt/z of the Pentateuch. By IMMANUEL The question of supporting evidence is, of corre(ion between biblical writ- In mv review of the first cdjt I drew'
'4WY. New York: Booknian Associates, course, paramount. The weight of this evidence tical history and that the latter attention to some of the difficult passages of

1955. 288 pages. $4.50. must be impressive if traditional views which tensions and problems which gave Ecclesiastes where it was desirable that Cordis
This book is an expansion and elaboration hayebcenheIdbybih1icaIscho1arsformanvv met. AJ when this history can would reconsider his rendering. Here I amplify

are to be set aside in favor of the One submitted Erough t1n iduotilication of spe- only one of them, the contrast in 4:13-46 be-of the author's study which appeared underhere. These traditional views must be examined s authors, this coiclat ion becomes tween the wise youth and the foolish old king.the title The Birth of the Bible--a NewA PProich
resni-esents a radical and thorough- and scrutinized constantly because none of eaningful. it is unfortunate that Gordis mterj)rels it as meaning that the youth1950 It




for the literary materiajs rose from prison to the throne, supplanting the-
old king, yet "great as is the present fameof the Pentateuch wher bv th sources whichthe history of the PentaucI which is usiiall tied are divided and subdivided to uueh enjoyed by the new, young king (vs. 15) thereassociated with the na of \Vellhauscui. Oh OTTO J. BAAB

viously, the author has Tfaked the biblical te a c;-:l that munch of the alphabet must e is an endless number of men who lived before




exhaustively in supporti-.i hs thesis. The vol- driwn nnn hut ii the frsemenfs is the result .ul I4fsthete them both and who therefore never knew
time is carefully planncdj)Lt/e! documented, as of oiu annro '- '1 development of this litera- his fame, and future generations likewise" (j.
far as the biblical sow us re concerned, and ture as its st lit orgies, codes, and myths 236). But surely Koheleth was not so ponderous
clearly written. For this reason its view of the take shape !tL influence of the com- as this would imply. And where ., the contrast
or and history of the Pentateuch must re munitys rieNt f' worship, instruction, and Mützand His 1T' by ROBERT that he announces at the beginning of his brief
ceive serious and critical attention Dr. Lewy's social contii! rufi ts still another view of its ew York: Je\ j-h Theological parable, for instead this merely says that the
position is so clearly and concisely stated that history. CQnsegu dv thestateof Pentateuchal f America, 1955. 404 $5.00. wise youth is not one whit better than the
its general features may be identified readily studies Justifies the re-examination of existin r years since its first 1ulh lion foolish, old king. Strangely it is on linguistic

Originally, according to the author, there was41 conceptions and a thoughtful consideration of ' of- Ecdesiastes has establishedusage that Gordis has slipped up. lIe says on
pew approaches which may be advanced ithjn the first rank of important verse 16: "This verse is taken to refer to theone primary document, the subsequent annota-

Unfortunately, as stimulating as ])r Lewy's f this famous but very difficult throngs whom the king rules. But the king istion of which resulted in the Pentateuch. The
original form of thi document, which is essen- book is, its reconstruction of the hirtory of the nerous scope of his tretuiet, his usually described asbeing 'before hispeople'people'
tially the so-called j -ource, was written in the text is supported by insufficient cvi cc This : qualifications, and hi incisive not the people before the king. Besides the
timeof David by oiiu 'Ito possessed the qunlitcs can be concluded sioply by ext i te re cmbined to make this an in- plural suffix cannot refer to the young ruler."
of humanene,s, Jo of peace, devotion to God information in the Bit elative tu quinent for the serious student The latter comment is quite right; besides there
as Creator and Ruler or the world, and skill who are named b' Lewy as authai u editors it sage. Now in this "second aug- was no "young ruler." Lip/tie is a very common
in the use of a vivid narrative style. The oIl!)' of the Pentateuchal material-Nathan, Abia- pa" he worth of the book is en- term for courtiers and others being in the




individua' ;- 1)avjd's day who had these quali- thar, Zadok, Elisha, Jehoi2d ' 1 b. author has added two compactpresence of the king; and, by the familiar struc-
ties was Nails n. He wrote N (or j i order This information must b tr-i I lug- tiditional notes on the text" and ture of the Hebrew relative clause, "the plural
to provide a book of instruction for young ends, chronicles, and court reec - ti- yr r"Supplementary Notes" in which suffix" refers to these. The youth never as
Solomon and other members of the royal family. been included in the Bible fo.'- er us rejection of the theory of an cended the throne; that is the point of the
His book was used by the priests after being than that of preserving accutal - - of inal for the book, answers the comparison: a wise youth who stays poor is
revised to fit their interests and needs. This these individuals. Even thou, the oenician background, and presents better than a king of the sort described who
revision was done by Abiathar and Zadok biblical evidence at its face -,,due, i us es for "Scientific Method in Ko- remains king to the end. The passage says:
around 970 B.c. In the following century nothing at all about the \vuiti' of - - s by rch." His final page brings the Better is a poor and wise youth than an old and
Elisha (E) in the north and Jehoiada in the any of the persons named 1 a U It. learn up to date, foolish king who no longer knows how to take care
south further revised the material in order to something about the cbaiactur a activities of principles for scientific research of himself, even though he came from prison to
emphasize their fervent nationalism. A century these persons, but that is all it is extremely aimed at certain aspects of recent the throne, and though in his own kingdom he was
later ca. 720 B.C.) editors in the period of hazardous, under these Circu"istanccs, to con- eleth. They are sound, although born poor. I saw allthe living who move about under

Hezekiah combined the northern and southern dude from a comparison of the text of the ust be employed with caution; he the sun, together with the forementioned youth
revisionswhich had thusbeen made and included Pentateuch with those portions of the Bible' osthiblical Hebrew has a lexical who continued in his station in life; there was no end

to all the people, to all before whom he was. Yet
the northern and southern versions of Deu- which ailed! t . itividuals that they are Old Testament comparable with those who come later will never give him a happy
teronomy. Then in the time of Josiah, the high its authOlu. In spite o ally similarities which nt dialects and languages. But thought.
priest Hilkiah, adviser to the king, compiled such a colilpirisorl ma reveal, these can hardly t a few instances where biblical WILLIAM A. lawiN




the Priestly Code and included it in the Pen- determine the question of authorship. Nathan's -used into later usage with values
tateuch. Thus the Pentateuch did not result reaction to David's treatment of Bathsheba
from the combination of various documents, may show couiupasion and insight, but it hardly on sound linguistic science but Perkins School of Theology

such as J, E, 1), and P. Rather, it grew into proves that lie WIt the SeitSjtivu and moving ular exegesis. San/hem Afet/zodist University

its final form through several annotations and stories in the J document, table that Gordis did not seize the

revisions of one basic document, the so-called Even though this reviewer is convinced that f this reprinting to give his trans

J source, the original version of which was he thesis of this book is not proved, he aDnrec.i- ngent re-examination. Scholarly Teaching the Bible. By A. VICTOR MuRRAY.

written by Nathan. ates the author's honest effort to relate the r excellent, is never final and fin- New. York: Cambridge University Press,

What is the basis of this highly original and literature in question to the dramatic onoing vays subject to reconsideration, 1955. xii+232 pages. $3.50.
remarkable theory? Doeg the auithnuipp't t1 history of Israel and to this people's changing, The authorrt, then by a less There has long been a felt need among the
position which he holds with adequate proof? religious needs. He demonstrates that there is teachers of the Bible for a book that correlates


	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.macraelib.ibri.org/Notes.htm


