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RB 64 (1957). 420-22
reugh translatien ef R. de Vaux's review of Grewth eof the Pemtateudh

Histerical beeks- Several years have passed, since I. Lewy
prepesed, umder the title F¥he Birth ef the Bible, a mevel selution
te the preblem ef the Pentateuch. Since the criticism has been
rather reticemt (1. ef., for example, RB, LVIII, 1950, p.271),
the auther has wished te prep his thesis by mere develeped preefs
and has writtem The Grewth ef the Pemtateuch. It 1s a paradexical
beek, sinmce accerding te his plam this "grewth" is described
backwards, by beginnlng with seme elements estimated as the mest
recent. Three deminant ldeas are expesed: all ef the Pentatemch
is previeus te the Exile, except seme rare additiens; the Pemntateuch
is net the preduct ef a cembination ef independent seurces, but
1t is the develepment eof eme fundamental writing which has Dbeen
annetated, revised, re-edited threugh the epechs and in different
envirements; the principle stages of 1ts develepment cam be derived
by the histerical persenalities eof which psychelegy and preeccupatiens
explain the centradictiens ef the final werk.

And here are the results: Meses 1s net the authpsr ef the Decalegue.
The latter, by prephetic inspiratiem, is essemntially a Decalegue
ef the prephet Natham, which has afterwards recelived seme anneta-
tiens. On the cenitrary, seme elements of the Cede ef Alllance are

traced te Meses, in the measure in which it is apedictie, Dracenian ,
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