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Brosion of Wellhausenism

Herrelson, p. 31-32 :

The critice who followed Wellhausen had supposed th-t the early Israel-
ites were simple nomadic trives who lived in relative isolation from the cultured
peoples of the anclent world. Ther assumed fhat the sagas of Genesis, for example,
represented a fairly "primitive" stage in the development of human civilization.
Little historics reminiscence was held to be reflected in the folklore and saga
of the earliest book cf the Bible. It is now unmistskable, however, thst the early

[ Israelites were In'wather close touch with the civilizations which flourished in
the valleys of the Tigris and Buphrates aad in the rich land of northern Syria.
Contscts with Eeypt were also mich closer thaan had sometimes been supposed. The
materials found in the Book of Genecsis are not, as a result, historical in a1l
respects. But these mnterisls reflect the lesal, sccial, 2ad religlous custons
and beliefs of the neighborning peoples. The Book of Genesis thus embodies 2
generally accurate portrayal of life and thought from the perioa 2000 - 12000 B.C.

\ and be evaluated in quite & different way than had beeome customary in biblical
studies,

i‘
e
Gunkel, Hermen, The Lepends of Genssis, 1901 (Iatro. by .F.Albright, 1964) Ser

pP. ix of Intro. by Albricht: "Jellhausen proves to have bee%,wrcng almost ]{
thronghout, whereas Gunkel was right much of the time." S.e /7./—%

p. 97 (Gunkel) Wellhonsen's conjecture (Prolegomena, p.323) that Abre-
hem is probably the latest personage- emong the patriarchs, is untenable.

Hooke, S.H., Peske's Commentery on the Bible, p. 19

", . . but its [ the Graf-Wel hausen hvpnt"esis] chief defect was an
over-sinmp'ification of trat history. This was due in part to its acadenic snd purely
literary srproach to the mnterial, and also to the lack of knowledese concerning the
backeround of Isrzel's relisious development, which has ncw been made =veilable through
the discovery of sc m&n~ new orieinsl sources.!

See TMile XI =12 9. P, Albright

See File XI-62 Sandmel expreses doubts as to the existence of such a theory as an /
E code or a J code.
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