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Kaufmann, Yehezkel, The Religion of Israel (. U. of Chicago Press) 1960
Tr: nslated and abridged by Moshe Greenberg )
p. 156 In spite of the considerable inré@ds of subseguent criticism, this
general view of the developnent: E:he Wellhausen theory]} the mutual relation and l
aating of the sources re@pfins the foundation of modera biblical scholsrship.
Seversal of the conclusions of this theory mey be considered assured. To

this category belongs the analysis of the three primary sources - JE, P, and D -
with their 1aﬁs ana narrative framework. The souré; JE is manifestly composed of
parsi]'.:la-fll. étccc:uri-t's-;: even thouigh:Iﬁﬂei-r::un.t;;{reilinge cannot alweys be accomplished with
cér%éihtfl.'Tha.ffipaféite separation 'is clearest in the leral materisl, . .

A ‘second 'es+ablished :conclusion of classics) eriticism’is thet the present
Torah book w&s-ﬂot_ip-p?e-exilic times canonical aﬁg binding upon the nation.g The
literaturedthat-wasjto be?ome incérp;;;ted in the Torah qxist@d in various docqments
and versiqﬁa;_g singlé 5;0k hai.not yet bee; crystallized. .Before the;book;chere was
an éxtendﬂd pericd of literary crggtian by priééﬁs aﬁd reiigionu writers. 

Third, there are suffieiéﬁt éfoﬁﬁﬁa, aé‘;; shall see later, for -béintaining

that Déitteruno_my was‘ promulgé.ﬁét‘f in .t';h'éll;éign .'6f Jbéiéh, é.qd fhat the Torah, as a
whole, was promilgated and fixed in the ‘times of Exra-Nehemiah.

.}ﬂhét'requifes examinatipg is the dating of:the“ﬁﬁlk”ofrthe Tbnghg-the_
Priestly €ode, and the relation of the Torah to classical prophéEyt The. .crucial
questbon is: To.what extent can the Torsh be used as g,sé@rcq.fnn the earliest

stage of Ieraslite religion; isiits monotheism preprophetic?
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