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His truec peonlec may be prepared and may see what their own action ought to be in the
face of the situation.

"HOLIEZR THAN THOUM

Alas, therc is in this whole prayer an attitude of self-righteousnessqs It is
felt that since God is their God He rmust bless them regardless of what they do. The
very sins wvhich they have committed have been committed because He has allowed them
to fall into them or has not protected them from them. There is no evideance of per-
sonal penitence and desire to be clcansed from evil and to do good and follow God.
One feels the utter absecnce of such a thought as the hymn—writer expressed when he
said?

"and from my stricken heart with tears
Two wonders I confosS—e

The wondcrs of redeeming love

And my own worthlessness,"

Thorc is no suggestion of nced of a Redcemer to stand between them and God and to
take upon His shouldcrs the punishment that should be theirs. If these chapters are
correctly understood they lecad directly into the following passage which gives Gedis
answer to them,

God detests carnality and licentiousness, but He detests spiritual pride still
morce It is brought out clearly in the chapters following Isaiah 40 that God did
rot call Abraham or sct Isracl gpart for Himself merely because they werc to be His
rcs- but becsuse theoy were Fis scrvants to _
eccomplish His purposes in the world. If they sincerely try to do His will He will
give them every blessing. If, however, theoy sit back and say, "I am holier than
obthersy I am God's and He must bless me becausce I am His and becausc of the goodness
that He has shown to my ancestors," then His answer will be, "Thesc are a smoke in
my nose, a fire that burncth all the day" (Cf. 65:5). It is rominiscont of the stato-
ment in Jeremiah 7:4:  "Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The temple of the Lord,
The temple of the Lord, The tomple of the Lord, are thesc." What did Jercmiah mean?
Surcly it was the terple of the Lord. It had been built at His express cormand. In
it He had been worshiped and His sacrifices had boon performed. Yet anyone who
trusted that God would bless him simply because this was Godls terple was trusting
to lying words. God blesscs those who follow Himy not those who put their hope upon
somrthing that their ancestors have donc or upon the idea that they can be set up as
better than others because of a previous relation to Gode GSo we find that verses 1
to 15 of chapter 65 contains a most overwhelming demunciation of the sin of the people
who have becn trying to usc God instcad of truly following Hinm.

Thus Isaiah €3:87-64112 gives us a picturc, not only of an attitude which existed
in Isaiah's day, but of one which was espocially typical of the Pharisccs at the time
of Christy, and which is found today, not only among Jcws, but also among nmany groups
of Christians. The verses which follow it give just the aaswer which a carcful rcad—
ing of the praycr would lead us to expcct.

ISATAH 65

Several timos in the passage that we have just discussed the speaker dwells
upon the groat difference betwecen those who considered thomsclves to be "all thy
people" and those outside who "werc not called by thy name" (cf.ospecially 63:19),
in 2 startling answer, in 05:1~2, God declarcs that His merey is to be poured out up—
on "a nation that was not called by my name, " while those who have been His pecoplc
rmist go through a period of purging and condermnation., The contrast betwcen these
two groups 1s stressed throughout the first 15 verses of the chepter. It reminds
us vividly of the striking prediction of the turning of God'!s favor to the Geatilcs
in Isaigh 29y and of Paul's discussion in Romans 11. In Romans 10:20-21 Paul quotes
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