B i

http://www.macraelib.ibri.org/Papers.htm

Actually it was a good thing for true Christianity that
Gonstantius, the son of Constantine who ruled the emplre after

 the death of the other sons, aspouaed the Arian csuse end used

imperial power to advance itmr-‘Orthndoxy was persecuted, and

~had to trust to Spiritual weapons alone, in its struggle for

_aurvival. - In the end moral atrength and intellectual auperiﬁrity
triumphed, but more than half a century psssed by before té; Council
of Constentinople reaffirmed the decisions of Nicea, and Arianigm :
ceased to be a factor in the Foman empire,-though it linge:eé;on
among the barbarians for several oenturiea.\

Many men took part in the work that eventually won the victory_
for full belief in the Trinity. Outatanding among them was -
M.'hanaaius, bishop of glexquu@,, whose writings fill a vodume of
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- this series, - No man was ever .more loved thﬁn_this_;nspirlng
,.;eader, this_oleag;thinker,and,writér,hﬁhiaﬁaihgleieyed_defdnﬁer_

of God's Truth, Yet no man was ever more hated thﬂndfhié one,

who seemed for.a timg;to.stgndkalonz'againatTall_ihe:world, ;five
-timasaha.wastaniahpdlfrom.ngpt by order of one or'anotﬁer of the
aeverélvemperors,whoﬁruledwduring h;s_lifgtime, . Onoe-hélhad |
to'hidgﬂf6r m6nths7iﬁ'the'deééif, to save his life, Every
imaginable charge was hrought against him, even 1noluﬂ1ng the
claim that he was keeping the grain ships from taking Egyptian
produce tb~00natantinople, Athanahius'bore all the slander and
abuée without;waiéiing in his cleér testimony to' the truth of God's
Word, Though he did not live to see the end of Arianism, it was
his efforta, more than thuse of any other, thet broke its hold,
and when Athanasius died, the downfall of Arienism was already
beginning to appear on the horizon, ﬁ'.?hree other doughty ﬁ.gnree
contributed much to the downfall of Arianism, and three volumes of

f

our’ seriea are largely devoted to their writings, Hed their

rapuﬁatiana not been overahadewed by the sreater one of Athanasius;
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