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original sources with a line or two from ons followed by a few words
from another, and then, perhapa, half & page from a fourth. No cno
would assume, without definite external evidence, that such & document
was a grovth, formed by the pilecing and interlacing together of various
vritings representing distinet epochs. This methed, which vas sc com-
mon & century ago, is no, aside from the Bible nothing but a lﬁ:aun

plece.

It is interesting to nots that the attempt was once madg by the
ingenious scholar Scherer, to subdivide tho'Prologue of Gosthe's
"Faust" in similar fashion. It 1s well known that Gosthe kept working
over his grsat drama and improving i1t, during many parts of his 1life.
Scherer undartook to show vhich words in the Prologue dispiayed the
enthusiasm and snergy of Gooths's youth, and which phrases showed the
disillusiomment and veariness of his old age. The work was most ingen-
ious. Unfortunately, however, (or fortunstely, as the case may ba),
the sarliest manuseript, written vhen CGoethe was still & young man,
came to light. It proved that this part of the dramsa had never
been reworked, but had always bsen kept in substantially tha same
form as that in which Coethe had written it in the first place. To
make such divisions intec sourcss on the basls of internal evidence
alone, is practically an impossibility. It has oeen now almost entirsly
given up, exeept in the case2 of the Eible.

It 48 most interesting to obsarve hov it cépo about that this
approach vas retained in this ons instance. It may bs explained by
the fact that 1t was taken ovor and included in the next phase of 014
Testament atudy, tnolono which began at about lﬁTom Three men wore
outstanding in 1ts origination: Craf, who wrot§ in 1866, Euenen in
1869, and, above all, Wellhausen, whose brilliaﬁt P?ologalonl,_vhidh
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