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allowed the Egyptlan smpire that Thutmose 11T and othars had developed to fall

into dacay. Hi.a succassors moved the capital hack to Thebea, abandcming the new

capit.al city, -which had bean occupled only a few years. Modem excavators have
found at El Amama the ramains of the btuldings that charactarized the Egyptian |
capital m the reign of Akhenaton. This is the pl&ce where, in 1887, the famous
Tell el-Amama 1ettars were found. consistlng of ahout three hundred clay tablets
wﬁtten in the cunaiform wrlting of Meaopotamia. but contamlng measages between
Akhenaton or hia father, and tha kings of Canaan or the rulers of other sections of
the ancient wosrld. These latters are cf great value £or reconatructing the history
of that period. hfter Akhenaton had died, and the trlumﬁh of the prieats of Amun had
rasultad i_n the cap:lta}. be.i_.nq_- moved back to Thebes.-Akhemton was al_ways ’j“-""f '
ierked toas a.maiaiaéfqr; The general confus!oﬁ ihat now occurrad put an 'ehﬁ to
thalathdynaaty. pel i | |

© The 19th dynasty (about 1303 to 1197), even more than the 18th, was &

: periéd of great building. La,rgely asa rasult of the aativitles of the kings of
these two dmaﬂeg. tremendous ruins stand at Thehésf today, making it the great
outdoor musieu'm' in the ﬁorld; Rainsas 1 réigned fo)': -si;c\i_;y—séven years {about
1290 to 1224 B.C.), and left many records of his great military exploits. Yet he
dutlivéd his energy and his son Merneptah (about 1224 to 1214 B,C +} became king
when already an old man. His -tﬁonnménté claim that he repeated the exploits of
his fatha’r,- bhut h:i's boasting statements are greatly discoﬁnted by historians.

' '_ Ramses T (about 1195 to 1164); the second king of the 20th dynasty;
drovel back a great invasion of sea peoples which attackéd--Egth by sea and land,
One of -'t_hajséz'fi.ﬁéﬁples is considered té have been thé Philistines. Driven away from

Egypt, i'thay settled on the southern part of the coastland of Palestine, Ramses IIf
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