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The last seven years have witnessed an.uhusual gories of

' discoveries in Palestine. In the entire history of Archeology

thiare have naver.béan_mdre.thrilling develppments than those

wﬁiah folloved the original aiscovery of the Dead Sea Sorolls.
In the spring of 194? an Avah'éhephéré,happéﬁé& ﬁéﬁh 2 .

cave in ﬁhe,gildernéaﬁ_qf Judsea, a-littlan#esg of the north end

of the Dead Soa. 'in'this:oava-he'roﬁnaasama ancient clay jars,

which comtained inscribed scrolls wrap?ed in finan'aloﬁh,- He took

these sorolls to Jerusalem and tried to sell them. Some were

pﬁ#éhaaed?by the Hebrew University, whlle othéra'qame 1h£b-tha

hands of the Archblshop of the Syrian Church in Jerusalem,

In Wehwuary, 19#8, a representative of the Syrian Archbishop

_vent to tha Amerlean SGhool of Brientai Raaearoh to ask if ita-
mamhara cuuld 1dsntify gome old Hebraw scrolla whieh, th& nmes -
'eenger sald, ha& haan found uneatalogued in the library cf the

layrian.ﬁomaetary. When the acroiia vere exanined, 1t was ﬁisw

caveraﬁ that one of them ccntainad a praatiaaily Gamplata t&xt of

the boa}e of Isalah, Its type of writing suggestod that it pame

£rom the time of Ghriat, or even a 1little befora. ' _'fﬁ'

wkis was rather hard to beliava, gince our earlieat data&
manuseript of any portion of the 014 ?eatamant in Hebrew G;¥B from
the tenth aentury A, D., and there was 1ittle reason to éonﬁ%dar'ﬂiﬁr'
any of our existing 0ld Testament manuanripta aaiﬂe from. ana:kmail
pieoe of papgrua, had been written earlier than tha ninﬁh sengﬁgy
A. D. The possibility that a Biblical manuseript had Been found

vhich was almost a thousand years earlier, was truly axnittmg. X\
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