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/ The othér manuscripts in the hands of the messenger from the Syrian Arche
""'buhop. although somwhat fragmenta.ryﬁff Eﬂnsidembla interest o One was a commens
tary on &b%% another was the Mamual of Discipline of an anclent Jewi.sh sacte
it was nnt a&mﬁam the original story that these mj}uacripts hod been found in the %
\

monastery ltbra.n;( was withdrawn, and it W8 sta? adA éesn purchagsed from some Arabs

who had &seoveréd them in a cave in the [danart.

'm Isalah Seroll was complatelx. photogrﬁph&& ab unéeo _.&!; ﬁchqlars noted ite
close _a:.mnmty._to the text of Isaish which ie found in oyr present Hebrew Bible, some
of then were thrilled at this rmfbable evidence, earrying back our knowledge of the
Hebrew 'téxt of Ianiﬁh almost althousanﬂ_ .;r_aa.ra. and showing how exeellently oﬁ the ﬂ;o’le
our Biblical Hebrew text has been preserved by the great care of the seribese Others,
however, found it impossible to ‘.beliavle' that the manuscript wﬁs_ actuslly as old as Bhate
They r#c&llad the words of the original messenger of the art_:hbinhop that these sorolle
had been found in the arohbiahop.'a library, an& insisted thé.t they were not ancient at

' all, but that they came fmml the Middle Ages. ¥or a time 1% looked as if scholarly
opinion would weer in this direction. The genuin_on of the sc_mna and ﬁ'hai_.r dating
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has been discussed by numerous scholars from many lands. How, however, new facts have

come to light which seem definitely to settle the matier.
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