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"versit.:f of Chicago, which reported in January, 1951, that investigation of its Care

/bon 14 content indicated that its origin could be dated at 33 A.Ds plusor ninus two

hundrad years. This certaiﬁly fits with an early date rather than with a medieval date

for the scrollse

The cont ents of ﬂmkh tho non=Biblicad scrolls found in the cave have been
much discussed, and it was suggested that they wera related to the soecalled Zadokite
Fragments, found in Emt fifﬁy yoars ago.-which told of a sect of Jews living in the
deaort. which had fled from persecution to lamascuse | :

Hlear the cave whera the tablets were founﬁ., there was an old ruin, known as
Ehirbet Qumran, This was excavated in 1951 _a.nd 1953, 1t nproved to be the hgadqmtera
qf s group of Jews which herga.n ﬁo use 11; in the necond centery Belee Ramai.n-s of & \I
icriptorium were found.? which was evidently the place where the am;olls ‘had been
copieds Near it other caves were discovereds One of tﬁese. situated in the opposite
direotlon. from cave One, contained piécea of over ona.h‘_mdred. acrb,lls. lany of these

pieces have been fitted toget‘nar. and portiéns of almost every book of the Qld Teata-

-manﬁ?:ave been identified. Some of the mamuscripts contain parta of f.he Zpdokite I‘rag-

ments, verifying the thoory tha.t the group wh:lch produced. thess mrolls is the wvery
one described in the Zadokite writinga xvhich wore found in Ngypt ﬂ.fty years ago. The
non-:ﬂihli.cal' writing hoave many sllusions to contemporary events, axprenae'd, homer.
in velled langvage. Some of them are thought to refer to incidents in unnnact.ion with
the Meccalean revolt of around 168 B»Oo.

All this naturally stimulated the seven hundrad Bedouin nho iive in t;ha aras
to huntidhrouzh these wild and desolate desert regions for more caves. Socm other
manuscripts began to appear for sale in Jerusalem. Many of thaae came from two caves
which had been discovered in a distant wadi two hundred feet up tha sida af a 8ix

hundred foot cliff. These caves were so large that sbout fifty mqn'could ‘wq_r‘_c. in
them ab~0ne time. They have provided us another great collection of man’_uacri?tr’;
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