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'11113 CANON Ol" SCRIPTURI' CAN WE BE SURE WHICH BOOKS ARE INSPIRED OF GOD?
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o : there in 1o evidence in Scripture or olseshnre thav t pot
One of the cardmal princlples of the Reformation was the right and duty of
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every bellevei' to interpret the Scnpture for himself up to the 11m1t of his know-

= Ay ! o (hoplas i - - s
v o Tin 'E-;.L- ek princian bellevey Thoy 1“; 3 that & ip S 3y

el

ledge.l Our doctnne 1s not determined accordmg to human ideas and ph1losc>ph1es.
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It 15 not the result of hunan speculatlon, or of human aesthetlc feelmg Our
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comrlctmns about God and H1s w111 must be determined by cureful ob;ectwe study
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of HJ.S Word
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'I‘lus nght and duty of pr1vate Judgment on the mterpretatlon of Scripture
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has always beeﬁ clamed b)r evangellcal Protest.qnts. Inevitabl);, ho';'ever, fmother

questmn anses How do we lmow what is the Word of God‘? We have nany endences
of the marvelous umquenéss of the Scrlpture. The Holy Sp1r1t testlfles to our
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”oly Splrlt we Imow ‘that Jesus Christ is our Sanour and Lord and we  are anxious

to accept those books whzch' He apl;r'nves. Yefﬁus' does hot 1mned1ately determme
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the quest:.on as to selectlon of the 1nd1v1dual boo](s After a11 “the’ Bxble was
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not wr1tten by one man, nor at one time. Its ‘books were wr1tten by man}' dlffercnt
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men over a penod of man)r centurles._ Thesé men vétried greatly in their character-
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1st1cs. "Some were kings upon the throne, while others were shepherds carmg “for
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the sheep Some were prophets and ‘Some wére priests. They dJ.SCI.lSSed 4 great
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varlet)r of sﬁbject_s';" ‘and used many types of literary style. These various books
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are now canbméd tOgether into one vialune whlch we ca‘li the Bible but unt11 our
pmsent nook form' came. 1hi:(.)* g‘gﬁeral use at Sbme time between the second nd
fourth Centuriés A D , Vsuth 2 ihified volume was not known, " Refore that time the’
s e Sl S sep'n'ate SCH1IET How 16 ‘We to koW whether the men who
combined these books into our present Bible made a correct selection of the hooks

to include?
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