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The Canon of Scripture 4

The situation is, in fact, even worse than this., The gospels tell us that
Jesus appointed twelve apostles, and g{',,ve their names. There is no mention in the
gospels of Paul having been appointed as an apostle, Nor is there any statement
in the book of Acts that the apostles decided to add Paul to their number. Except
for the two cases in Acts 14, every use pf the term apostle in the book of Acts |
refers fo the group selected by Christ during His earthly ministry, and not one of
tho;é occurrences can be shown to include Paul. IInlall the chapters devoted to
Paul's missionary joumeys the word apostle is never applied to Péul or his assoc-
iates with the sole exception of the two instances in chapter. 14. In these fwo
cases .(14:4,14) , it would seem to be used in a génefal sénse, for it is used in
the plural, so as to include Bamablas, and in fact, where the names are given, -
that of Bamabas is mentioned first! It has never been claimed that Barnabas was
an apostle, and no portion of the Chfisti_an church acceﬁts -the- sb-calied BEpistle
of Barnabas as inspired Scripture. It is only 111 the letters written by Paul him-
self that we find any evidence that he was a member of the apostolic group. In
them we find him making the claim that he was an apostle, not because of any
selection by the other apostles,l but purely as a resul.t of the action of the Holy
Spirit, perfommed after Jesus had departed from the earth and the 6ther apostles
had been active for many years.

Approximately half of the books of the New Testament, thereforé, come frérn a
man who is not mentioned among the twelve apqst]TesX and for whom our only evidence

that he was an apostle rests upon the statements that he makes in his own writings.

- Do we believe that these books are -inspiredx_becausq ‘Paul was an apostle, and then

prove his apostleship by -the statements -whichi:the:books: contain? Orczmwerest
bm'.?.belief.-.-._that::they-,a‘re inspired:books upon some other basis, and therefore have

a solid foundation for belief in Paul's apostleship?
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