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difficult to ac'cept them (cf. Luke 24:19-26). Until the events actually took
place, much of His teaching was incomprehensible to them, and hence easily forgot-
ten. The only way that we today can know exactly what Jesus taught or can know the
additional revelations that God gave after His departure, is through books free
from error because written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The verses
quoted above show that Jesus, who authenticated the Old Testament as an inerrant
presentation of God's earlior revelation, authenticated in advance a similar
inerrant New Testament. |

8. Since Jesus did not give any method by which these books could be infalli-
bly recognized, there is an inevitable suggestion that a process similar to that
which occurred in the case of the 0ld Testament might be used.

Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would lead the disciples to further truth,
and would bring to their reumbmce the precise words that He Hj.mself had spoken.
He did not say how they would be able to distinguish the particular books that
would be kept from error by the Holy Spirit from other good books that were not
inerrant.

It can be assumed that when a book was written under the inspii'ation of the
Holy Spirit the man who wrote it gave it to the people of God as the Word of God
and they accepted it as such. Yet the Christians did not continue to be in one
place. Persecution soon scattered them in various directions, and they went
everyvhere preaching the Gospel. Little groups of Christians sprang up here and
there. Each of these groups would tend to be particularly interested in whatever
they might hear from those who had first brought them the Gospel, and not quite so
ready to accept teachingX from other sources. We know from the Corinthians epis-
tles that many disagreements arose in some of these bodies.

The writing of the books of the New Testament extended over many years. A few
of them were written by men who were listed among the twelve apostles Jesus had

named, but most of the books were written by men who were not included in this list,



	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.macraelib.ibri.org/Papers.htm


