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Those who claim that the Quoran material cestroys tie bosis of Christisuily
insist that the outstandi-g ideas of Christicaty, instead of reprecenting acvunl
facts, are simply takern over from the idecas of the Guuran sect. Zut one lools in
vein in the Junran moaterial for the beagic features of Christianity. only oz over-
active imagination can find ther there,

Jugont-Soumer declares that "the CGalilean teacher, as e is prescaicl to
us in the MNew Testament writings, appcars in many respects os an astonishiag re-
incarnation of the Teacher of Righteousness", This is a tremendous statenent, bub
what are the facts?

Christians believe that Jesus was CGod Zimself, incarnate in humon form, Ze
was nmiraculously born., He was tempted of Jatan, Ze went chout througk Judaea ond
Galilce preaching. Ee was no ascetic, but took part in the happy occasions of 1ife.
He Dimself said, "The Son of Man came cating cxnd drinking"(Matt.131,19). The llew
Testament deelares thot Ie perforied rreat miracles of healing, cven raising peonle
from the dead, Ee claimed to be the Messgiah, and declared thav e would return ou
the clouds of heaven (Mark 14:62). He said thot De would give His life as a renson
for meny (iark 10:45)., He was seized,accused of blaspheny for declaring Himsel? to
be God, crucified, and “uried., On the third day e was raised from the dead. Iis

disciples went all through the world declaring these facts, and asserting that all

‘who would accept His atoning death as the propitiation for their sins could he

saved, and that He would come to dwell in their hearts,

These are the outstanding things that were claimed by Jesus anl tought about
Bim by [is followers, This is "the Calilean teacher, as Hc is presented to us im the
Hew Testanment writings". Is He "an astonishing reincar..ation of the Teacher of
2ighteousness"? Just how many of these featurcs do we find iz the Qumran picture of
thot individual?

e find only this, that he was a teacher, who gothered disciples and
establisbed a sect, and that he was persccuted by those who disapvroved of Zin, This
rueh could also be found in the history of almost every man vwko cover founded a sect.

In 21l the Qumran materiol tha’ has yet beexn discovered and published, therec
is novwhere any statement that the Teacher of Righteousness was 3God, or thot he
claizmed to bLe God, or that anyone clse ever thought hinm to be God. There is 20 sioate-
ment that he wes born in any different way thon other mortals, There is no reference
to his having been tempted by the devil, IV is true that he, lilke many snother, was

interestod in spreading his views, but whether L went about preaching, es Jesus did,
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