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Univora:lty of Ohieago, which reported in Janua.ry, 1951, that invastigation of ul Oarw
bon 14 content inddcated that 1ta origin could be dated at 33 AoDe pluqbr minus two
hundrad years. This osrtainly fi_ts with an aarly date rather than witg a medieval date

for the mrblis.

The contente of w t-he non-:ﬁiblical sorollé found in the cave have been
mph a.istmasea., and it was suggested that thay were related. to the ao—cana& za.dokitc

rrasnentu, fc\md in Egypt ﬁfty years ago. which told of & aaot of Jews living in tho

deaert, which had fled from parsecuuon to Dmsouu

Nea.r the cave whore the tablets were fmmd., thera was an old ruin, known as
Ehirbet @mran. Thia was excavated in 1951 and 195& It nroveni to ha the haaﬂ.qwton
Iof a group of J’awa which began to use n in %he sacond cantﬁy Bav.)(ﬂemains of a
acrﬁ.pﬁoriua were fountl, which was avidsntly tha plase whare the sorolls had 'baen
eop!.ed. Hear 1t other caves were diaemmredo One of thesa. situated 1n $he oppooito '
directian from Qave one, contained pieces of over one hnndra& scrolxa. Hany of these .
p:ece- have been fitled together, an& portions of almost every book of the Qld !anﬁ&-

mane}:ave been :|.d.entiﬁ.ada Some of the mmseriptt oontain parta of‘ the ‘Z.a&okito ?rag-

- ments, verifyins the theory that the group which produesd those uorolls 19 tho very

one deseribed in the Zadokite writingl which were fountl in Egypt ﬂﬁy years agoe Thﬁ
non-gBiblical witin§‘Mve many allusions to contemporary wentl. exprassed, homer.
in veiled languages Soma of them are thought to refer %o incidants 1n connection with
tha Ha.ccahaan revolt of around 168 BeCoo

All this naturally atimu;}ated- thﬂ seven hundred Bedouin who live im the areg.
to hunt through these wild and desolate &esart‘ragions for'm_gie' cavess Soon other’
manuscripts began to appear for sale in Jerusslem. HNany of ;;esa came from two cavé;
which had been discovered in a distant ‘wadi two hundred feet up the side of a six -

hundred foot cliff. These caves were so large that about fiféy_man could work in

théﬁl atcons time. They have provided us another great collection of manyseripts
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