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Actually, lt. wbu}.d 5!11? make the atﬁumnt strdnger._. On the assumption
that God gave Abraham a promise that would appear very wonderful to Abraham
but which ac’tu.él!sr would not amount to much we have a situation in which
people & thmzaand years later might easuy have been inclined toward skepticism
regarding the whole truth of the Bible - | .

By tha time of the great astronomical researches of Ptolemy it would have
been apparent to any caraful mvest!.gator that the total number of stars visible
ftjom any point on this earth would hardly. pass be;yond four thousand. At the
time 65 Christ any _ggeptié cbuld easily have declared that, while the statement
in Geneais might have haén quite mtural in. a time' of Lgnorance, .khmvledge
had now advanced to the point where any mteMg;ent person could eaany see the
absurd.ity of tha use in Geneais 15 and 22 of the m\mbar of the atars as indicative
o_f a great number of descendants. After all. four. thausand is hardly sufficient
i:o describe a great nation, to say nothing of a whole group of nations.

This attitude i:.ow.ardl Genesis could easily have been sainteined by educated
people for at !éast aﬁat’her thousand yaéra. No cmé would have aﬁy. reason to
tﬁink that thefe weré ﬁther starsl which ﬁére no.'t viéible. To make sucﬁ ﬁn assump-
ti:m,a -without proof, would be utterly unscienuﬂc, Only after the talescope was
invented were we able to see that the Bihla was right all along,

God who is the Creator of nature is also the Author of the Bible, Ye knows
many facts that sciénca never dreamed éf.m-Abraham'a day. He knm&a: many
facts that scie:iee has not yet discovered. If, as was formerly true in this case,
a clear statement in the Bible disagrees wi.th a presenf observation or theory of

science, let's just wait until science discovers more facts. Genesis 15:5 is
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