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Yunto the principalitiss and powers in heavenly places...the menifeold wiedom of
God." There is a mighty conflict in the spiritusl realm. The early chapters of
the book of Job give us an inkling of this situation. We are contending against
spiritual forces that we could not possidbly meet in our own strength. We meed the
vwhole armor of God.

We are wrestling against spiritual forces, not against flesh and dlood. We
should never forget this. Our attitude towards erring human beings should always
be one of sympathy and compession. It should be our earnest desire that they might
be won from their errors and might to come to knmow the Lerd. It ies imnossible to
put any limit on the power of God to win even those who seem to be violently against
him. In our contending against the spiritual forces of evil it is often necessary
for us vigorously to resist their human agents, dut we chould always feel compassion
for the erring men of flesh and blood and should pray that God will emadle us %o
lead them to His truth.

In verse 13 Paul urges that we put on the vhole armor of God that we may'"be able
to wvithstand in the evil dry." The old adage, "In time of veace prepare for war,*
is still true. We never knov what sort of sniritual conflict may be ahead of us.

Ve never know wbat opoortunity for service for Christ may come our way. If we are
not ready when the time comes, we will accommlish little for Him, 0od wants us te
be comstantly preparing, learning to use the armor, so that wvhen the time of real
need comes, we may be able to stand.

¥hen the young man David came to the camp of Israel, he found that he had arrived

on & day of tremendous crisis. Goliath was calling for a champion. No Israslite

dmmt him. David saw that there was indeed a cause at stake (1 Sam.17:29),

and effervdi—himgelsf. Saul offered David his armor, but David declinead %to uee the
pleces of the armor, saying, "I camnmot go with t):uuj for I have not proxed them."
(1 8am.17:139) He bad not learned to maneuver with this armor. He could not malke

proper use of 1t. Instemd, he took five smooth stones out of the brook and killed
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