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TWO GREAT CHRISTIAN WRITERS !
by ?ewerand Allan A. MacRoe, Ph.D,
Presider, Falth Theological Seminary
It is hard to imagine two men who are both so great and yet so very different
from each other as St. Angustine and St; Ghrysoatom. whpsa writinga make up the
fourteen volumes of the Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, First Series. Augus-
tine is widely imown all through the Chr}gtian Chnfch. Ch:ysostcm is far less
known. Yet both of them were men who by their constancy and by their loyelty
to Christ established a record vhich deserves to be known everywhere. Chrysos—
tom uas by far the greater preacher of the two, but ﬁﬁgustina was the greater

thinker,

Augustine was probably the greatest Christian thinker betw@an the 4Lpogtle' Paul
and John Calvin. One authority1haa declared that he'wag.tha_mast bri;l@ﬁnt

man ever %o urite in the Latin 1an sutge . Apgustine_waa*%ﬁb:oughiy;trnined as

e teacher of rhetoric, and wandered about for-a numbnf of.yearéfétudying var-
ious types of beliefe and investiaating various nhilosophm@v angd re iO“a D
fore he finally became a Christian. All this time_hhs mpther Honica; was
praying devoutly for him &nd_longing that her aon;ﬁight béébma'a'real_chfistian.
How wonderfully Monica'ls nrayafs ware &ngweredl Her ason hgcaﬁe one of the out-

standing Christiesns of the ages.

We know more about the struggles of heart of 8%. Augustine than of almost any
other Christian of those early days, because he wrofe it down iﬁ & book which
is called his "Confessions”. Few books from ancient times have been revrinted
and re-edited as often as this one. 1In it &ugustina:bgres his_haart, and tells
of his experiences as he tried one view after another, seeking to find peace of
mind and soul. He shows how one group of people after another tool his inter-
est ond aroused his enthusiasm. But each proved not to have the answer to his
ounestion. Finally his doubts were removed, ané he found his heart's desire in

& thorough acceptonce of Christianity.
! Wicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, First Se.rne.s‘, ra_fr«ni'eaf b¥ Wm.B Eerdmans Pubfrshmg(:a

Grand Rawds,f?r
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