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been slected to succeod him. This now Bishop of Rome completely reversed the opin-
ion of his predecessor, and wrote n lebbter to the Forth Africen Church declaring
that they should not oppose the teaching of Pelsgius and his followers. Augustine
indignantly declared that the Bisghop of Rome was utterly mistaken, and that Pelag-
fus' teuchings were mctually outside the pale of Christianity. The whole Forth
African Church agreed with him, and eo many of the Christians in Italy saw the
truth of &dgustina's view that eventually the Bishop of Nome retracted his ﬁrsvious

opinions and accephted thoge which Augugtine presented.

This conbroversy with Felagiuas was one of the outstanding ovenls of Augustine'a
caraer. Felaﬁius pub a desiradle atreas on the imporitance of good human character
and lofty ethiecs, However, he carried this to tha point of making the grace of

God a mers adjuncht or hely %o & man in living o good lifa, Auguatine saw the great
denger of this sort of toaching and emphasized oo the central'feaﬁura of Christi-
anity the fact that man, apart from the grace of God, is utterly lost snd there is
nothing he can do to save himself, Augustine greatly stressed the grace of God

and the necessity of the action of the Holy Spirit in order that anyone can be
gsaved from sin. The Auguatiné teaching was later advanced and re-omphasized by

both Martin TLuther and John Calvin, both of whom are often called "Augustinians®,

During & long and successful career Augustine carried on the work of the church in
the little town of Hippo, hut’threugh his writings and his preaching he made his in-
fluence felt thronghout the Roman_ﬁmpira. On his deathbed he devoded himself %o
golng over his many works and.changing enything in them which, in the light of

later study, he thought deserved to be corrected, or vhere he thought that the
expreossions could be misunderstood and could 1@3& to wrong views of the Scripture.
These so~called "retractions" showed the desire of this godly men to serve the Lord
effectively. In the last days of his 1life, Augustine lay on his death-bed with the
venitential Psalms written in large letters on the wall of the room whrafe he could
constantly read them over and declare enew to the Lofﬁ'his belief thof nothing that

he had done was worthy of God's praise, and that he tmmeted to the wonderful grace

5



	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.macraelib.ibri.org/Papers.htm


