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already on p 44 that Sennecherib givee 200 150 es the number of people uho were

carried captive out of Judah. Similar numbers are often found in the Assyrian

- .;i

royal inscriptions at the time- of the Assyrian empire. In the OoT the accounts of
Saul, David and. Solomon are fnl]. of numbere with :E:l.vee and a:l.xes 1n them. Thia

does not lead ue to decide that oo.thie account they should entirely be put into
the realm of fables.. 185 000 ooee not mean any more in this eonnection than _
"very meny P, A similar judgment ahould be made regarding the time statement in
the eame night Thie ie a simple 1egend but doeenot mean that the whole aecount
of the 3udden rise of the epedemic in the Assryian army is 0 ___1 a legend. - Th
pestilence would be an underatndable ground for the sudden departure of the
Assyrians even if it only involved the death of a few thousand people in the
course of eeverel weeks.__ .j-. ' SEFTEYL PRR NG " T
The occurrunce of eevere pestilence(akkad mugE ) ia evidence for the
eight century io(the Aaayrien Bponyo Canon. On aecount of a mutanu the over-
throw of the uprising in Gusena‘(ise. Tell Helaf) must had to*be postponed'
from 759 to 758.1 As I :;;; ohown in ﬁg. Forschungen III/19?1 the peetilence of
765 was the cause of the formation of the myth of the pestilence God Erra
by the poet Kabtileni—Merduk in 764 It is very likely that the decreased activity
of the Assyrian kings between 780 and 7&5 was oaused to quite an extent by
prestilencee . There is oothiug'at al}:improbeble 1n the oceurrence of a pesti-

lence in the Assyrian army facing Jerusalem and such a pestiience would be a -

very reasonable Explenation of“the:eudden withdrawel of Sennacherib..
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Here:we remember the story eontained in Book II 141 of Herodotus
work that Sennacherib'e army was overrun at night by a great multitude of mice
in the course of his attack againet Egypt. and that these mice ate up the 1eather
HHHIHREEN equipment and thus made the grafit part of the army helpless. W. Baum-

gartner has completely enelﬁzed Herodotus' account in the essay mentioned on
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