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s}fftu). In adaition to this "gemuine” adoption, 01d Bebylonlsn lew provides for &
micty of forms of adoption, which involve & nere guardianship relation between the
parties rather than inelusiom im the family, This was especially true of ninors and
wonen, BDesides the adoptiom will there are evidences of parental distribution im all
periods, particulerly developed as §fmtu (provision) in Subarasan law, This distribution
of the estate among the family (wife and children) according to the rules of legal ine
heritance is related to the making of gifts in case of death, whioch is found in Sumerian
and Old Babylonian law as referring to individual gifts and which might imwvolve the
entire estate sccording to neo-Babylomian law, taking the place of the adeptiem will,
Here sgein, however, distridution usually did not extend beyond the immediate family,
and freedom of testamontary disposition did net exist,

Characteristio of Babylenian civiliszation were the hierodulei, vhe formed a
special saste of temle slaves (¥irid) in the great temples of the mecedabylomien periods
mnm“iomchmmmu daughter, More is lmown
i of the Old Babylomian periedj these were forbidden to have
logimate childrem, whether pledged te prostitution er te chastity, The female votary
could therefore have no heirs, snd the wealth given her by her father at the time of her

dedioztion passed to her brother after her death, unless her father nsmed another as heir
or allowed her free dispositiom of her property, Certain hierodulei were even allowed te

. marry but were replaced by conoubines for the bearinmg of ochildren, According te Sumerien

law, when the wife was sterile, even the children borme the husbend by a prostitute were

legitmate, |
There are various forms of land temure in cunsiform law, The need feor regule

ating the pericdic floods in Bebylonie favored the aggregation of mem into large units frem

earlicst times, In porthern Babylomis clane were the units of political orgemizatiom

and owners of the land in the|Old Alkkadian peried, In the south the very oldest legal

finds indicate the existence of priwste propepty, landowmership being concentrated im-the-
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