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said:  "But the Comforter, which iz the Holy Ghost, whoo the Father will  send
in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bing all things to your
remembrance, whatscever I have said unto  you®  (John D4:36). Thesa vorses
show, mot only  that  further truath would be revealed to the disciples after
Jesus’ death, but also that what He had already told them would be made
available to them in a form that would be free from errore
It iz easy to see how necessary this was. The BGospols tell ws that  on
2iral  ococasions  Jesus  predicted His death and resumrectiocn (e.g. Malthew
Yet when the events took place the disciples had no expectation of
. and  found it difficult to accept them (cf. Lube 24:15-26). Until the
zvents actually took place, much of His teaching was ivomprehensitle to them,
and hence easily forgotternn  The only way that we toda can know oxactly what
Josus bLauwght or can know the additicnal revelations the: God gave after His
departure, is through books free from  error  because written under the
trspiration of the Holy Spirit.  The verses guoted abovs show that Jesus,  wha
authenticated the 0ld Testament as an inerrant preserntation of God’s earlier
revelation, authenticated in advarnce a similar inerrant Mew Testamznt.

8. Since Jesus did not give any method by which these books could be
infallibly recognized, there 1is an inevitable suggestion that a process
similar to that which occurred in the case of the 0ld Testament might be used.

Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would lead the disciples tao further
truth, and would bring to their remembravice the preciss words that He Himself
nad spokan. He did nol say how  they would be able to disbtinguish  the
particular  books  thalt would be kept firom error by the Holy Spicit from other
ool books that were wal inerrant.

It can be assumed that when a boock was weitten unde- the inspiration of
the Holy Spirvit the wman who wrote it gave it Lo the people of God as the Woed
of bod and they accepted it as such.,  Yet the Christiarns did rnot continwe to
be in orne place. Mersecution soon scattered them in variocus dirvections, and
they went everywhere preaching the Gospel. Little grouoss of Christians sprang
unp  here and  there. Each of these groups would tend to be particularly
interested in whatever they might hear from those who had first  brought  tThem
the OGospel, and not guite so ready to accept teaching from other sources.  We
krcar from the Corivthian epistles that many disagreemeri:s  arose in some  of
these bodies.

The writing of the books of the New Testament axterled over many years. £
eaw  of  them were written by men who were listed among the twelve apostles
Jesus had named, but most of the books were written 3y men who were not
included in this 1list. Marny of them wers letters addressed sither to one
chuwreh, o to an individual. These books were written it various places and
their spread from one chuwech to another must have taker quite a long time.

Irn addition to the inspired books other good GDocks were written by
Chistian leaders and were widely read, but were not cossidered to be inercant
arnd authoritative, like the books that the Holy Spirit inspired. Since Jesus
did not  state any .way in which the books that were free from evear could be
distinguished from the others, it would be ratural to expect that soon there
would be great disagreement about this question. Those churches that krew the
author of a particular book or mroup of books would be  strongly  inclined to
aceapt  his books, while other churches where he was less krnown might question
whether his writings were inspired. It would be natural to expect that there
weald  he different views in different places and even cansiderable difference
of opinion within certain groups as to which were the buoks that BGod  warted
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