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in its days of independence, and certainly would not have forgotcn the names
of any of these kings Yet.in Matthew 1 we find that three of these kings were
skipped. This is not obvious in our English translation, because it simply gives

parallels in 2 Chronicles,)
Thusin

this casex It is plain that the wordl,egat'1'
meant to become an ancestor et a man's great-great-grandson. There are other
instances in both Old and New Testaments whore It is clear that "son" in the
Bible means what we mean by "descandant/' and that "to beget" means "to
become an anccsior,"

but simply to name certain oZ tha more important individuals and to give an idea
how long people lived in those days. Thus we read in Genesis 11:14-iS: "And
Saiah lived thirty years, urtd begat Eben And t3alah 1ivcd after he begat Eber four
hundred and three years, and begat sons and daughtc:s." This means that Salah
was thirty years old when he became c iaUicrM The. eon who was then born to him
was either Eber or an anceetce. c i. .. AlLtr Gc L3caxae an ancestor of for

I have heard it said that Sham was still lIving when Abraham was married,
Such an idea is reached by simply adding together the figures in Genesis 11, and
assunctng that the genealogy is complete. But it does not seam to me to fit at
all With the impression we rece.vo when we read of Abraham being called out of
a land of idolatry to go into dLt cant country .:here he should keep alive the
knowledge of the true God. It would hardly peesibie that nnst of the world

ViflO ThU ectually bean in the ark
were still living.

Moreer, we have found records in Mesopotamla that give
continuous civilization there from about 3000 S.C. on, with no evidence of a
universal flood at about 2500 B.C. It is my own opinion that probably the great.
flood occurred long before 3000 B.C., and that the genealogy in Genesis II only
gives us sample steps in the descent of Abraham,

I would think that the same conclusion could be drawn about the genealogies
before the flood. God created Adam perfect, placed him in,-a perfect environment,
and gave him every opportunity. Yet Adant fell. Then man was driven out of the
garden of Eden and the results of sin began to work in man's body. LOnOCVIW
gradually decreaced, as wickedness spread. It became so bad that God decided
to wipe out all of humanity by a flood. It hardly scorns Ukely that all of this
took place in a ocriod of only fIfteen hundred veocs ore likely the aeneetoqy
from Seth to Noah gives oil iple steps, showinçsenenung of the lw curing
this period, end naming some of the more Importon thUividucis in the line of descent,
In many of the cases the stat.emont thati' was Y , tU when he, begat probably
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